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INTRODUCTION Roger M. Zimmerman, Ph. D., P.E. initially authored a bookditle
Kitcherr s Opera House, Gallup, New Mexico. In an attempt to make activities from the
facility more accessible to the Gallup community, stories from eighteen persons who ki
the facility well have been formulated into a summary docurtfemintroduction of whicls
printed here’ and now is available in its entirety at gallupjourney.com. Complete
documentation of Opera House activities can be found at www.kitchensoperahouse.cc
book discusses what happened at the Opera House and who was responsibleitat af pe
nearly 70 years.

The purpose of this new document is to personalize documentation of the history of Gt
influenced by operations headquartered
brought people together to interact and in the eeate stories and in many cases produc
major historical developments in the community. In the book, three persons were singl
as being stimulators for most of the stories in the Opera House. Their visions, passion:
talents, and energies signifitdy touched the hearts and souls of persons present at Ope
House functions. They made things happen. They had lasting effects on the history of
The three story generators were identified in the book as: Peter Kitchen, Guido Zecca
and MarthaRoberts. Their contributions and/or influences are reflected in many of thest
stories. It is recognized thdtereare many more untold stories, but it is hoped that this
collection from these persons with diverse backgrounds and interests will hedpscibiz
Gallup better appreciate their rich medtiltural heritage.

The Kitchenods Opera house was construc-
the slowlygrowing community of Gallup, NM. Much of the early history of Gallup was
developeca nd i n many cases influenced by ha
most or all of the citizens in one way or another. By 1935, it was reported that Gallup h
citizens from 53 nationalities. At one time or another, all socially interacted inpgbaO
House and through this caused an early implementation of the melting pot way of life;
development that largely preceded and now heralds the makeup of the United States.
Kitchends Opera House was t he do miMeasrst
Reitz and Johnson had purchased a furniture store on the corner of Coal Avenue and :



Street and turned it into a hall for the purpose of holding public meetings, balls, and the
productions. This was called the Reitz & Johnson Operaéiand became the first
dedicated opera house in Gallup. The use of the term Opera House appears to be a
continuation of naming entertainment facilities specializing in plays, musicals, and dan
that started as early as June of 1890 in Gallup. Thesong building was 42 feet wide and
70 feet long, so it represented a sizeable hall for its time. It had a stage and dressing r
for interesting theatrical productions.

A major fire in downtown Gallup in December of 1894 changed the configuration néthe

town forever. The fire destroyed the C
Kennedyo6s saloon on Railroad Avenue. T
store that was the | eading di s tods]shapldsacand

fancy groceries. The loss of the Caledonian store was a major blow to the downtown
economy. Reitz and Johnson recognized this loss and immediately gave access to sp:
original opera house for the Caledonian store. They also asedfghe space for their own
meat market. Apparently, Reitz and Johnson figured that operation of a merchandise s
was more profitable than providing an entertainment and meeting facility.

This sudden transformation in use of properties and the eocmhuse of a large space left
void in entertainment facilities in Gallup. Peter Kitchen, who owned a saloon in Gibson
joined Patrick Kennedy, who lost his saloon in the fire, and agreed to a partnership to |
major new facility. Peter and Pattigvanted a major entertainment and meeting hall that
could make a profit. The facility was
large open space on the second story. Construction on the Kkemenredy Hall was started
in January ofl895 and finished the following June. This was financed and constructed i
months on two lots on Railroad Avenue where structures had been damaged in the fire
the end of the construction phase, in June of 1895, thatovy brick facility estimatetb be
worth $5,400 was finished. Initially the open space on the second floor was 45 by 60 ft
was expanded to a 76 ft. dimension in 1929. It had an elevated stage and dressing roc
both configurations.

The new hall was inaugurated on July 4, 1885 a benefit band concert for the Sacred
HeartChurch. The concert was provided by the Ft. Wingate Band. A benefit dance for
New Episcopal Church was conducted on July 22, 1895. By the following September,
local paper was calling the facilityetKitcherKennedy Opera House. Thus, Gallup had it
final opera house. Peter Kitchen bought out Patrick Kennedy in 1901 and the hall bece
known as Kitchendés Opera House, a name
seen faintly in the stucamvering of the brick building. Stories are provided in this
document by grandsons Béter and Anna Kitchen: Frank and Charles Matrtinelli, that are
related to activities in the Opera Hou

There are thousals of untold stories involving laughter, excitement, imagination, and rr
appreciation. Personal and emotional experiences resulted from love, jealously, and lu
Individuals felt clumsiness, radiated luminous or imperfect images, realized physical ot
emotional pain, and suffered rejection among others. Fights broke out and there were
interactions between persons from different ethnic or racial groups as they tried to este



their space on the floor. Countleszhestras and bands of diffetexthnic backgrounds
provided music, sometimes too loud. Stories in this document will provide some
enlightenment on the melting pot assimilation that occurred through this function. Lawr
and Lena Talamante, and Nick Malzon, provided rich culturalrexpees of the dance
activities. Eurell W. (E.W.) Malone provided a story about the dancing activities. Longti
family friend, Bi I I Ri chardson, owner
to the dances in the facility.

Meetings were s&duled for over 50 years and, while most were procedural and docile,
mining meetings at the Opera House in the 1930s certainly brought out strong passion
energies that changed the history of Gallup. The hall was used as a home for miners n
from 1900 into the 1930s. Major coal miner strikes of 1900, 1917, 1922, and 1933 had
origins in the Opera House. The 1933 strike was the most significant as it led to a prol
martial law period being established in Gallup. E. W. Malone relatgdtkeies related to
the 1933 strike activities that were headquartered at the Opera House. These stories v
some of the emotions and dramatic histomanging events that occurred through these
meetings. Joseph (Tacho) Campos, whose father wesg fegkire in the 1935 riot, provides
additional insight into the events associated with the implementation of martial law duri
this period. The presence of machine guns and cannons were described. Stories were
how horses were used for crowd cohtr

The riot of 1935 had its roots in the 1933 strike. In 1935, Sheriff Carmichael was killed
riot driven by continued unemployment and changing real estate ownerships. Tacho
Camposoés father, Victor, was handcuff e
Boxing and wrestling activities occurred for nearly 30 years. Probably more stories wel
generated over these activities than any others. Boxing was the lead sporting event fol
years. Boxing demands expressions of opinions of the outcome by parsapanpatrons
before an event. During the matches, tensions and other emotions were heightened ar
sometimes subdued by the happenings. After each match ended, there were feelings (
exhilaration or frustration because there was a winner and loser. Yaunagine the
energies and conversations generated by these activities.

Anticipations of outcomes of sporting events were often elevated because of the desire
on the winners. Bets require financial commitment before an event and, often, painful

financial resolution after completion. People can get excited and frustrated about losin
a small bet because it is felt to reflect on their personal judgment. Because of the betti
activities, emotions can run strong for the events, and this wasntette case at the Oper
House as will be seen in the stories. Joe and Guido Jr., sons of Guido Zecca Sr., who
prime promoter of boxing and wrestling activities in the Opera House, tell of their mem:
Nardine Chiaramonte, who first boxed iret®pera House in 1931, relives memories. Bill
Richardson and E. W. Malone expand on the stories.

Theatefrelated productions and lectures flourished at the Opera House for about 25 ye
and then competition from other halls and the growth of the modigstry took over.
Longtime family friend, Olga Baird, who was a young lady of 8 at the time, relates ever
related to her participation in a theatrical production in the Opera House in 1921.



The bar on the first floor operated through two World Warstasdtypes of alcohol
prohibition: the U. S. prohibition from 199833, and the Indian prohibition that covered
period 18951953. The bar started as a fancy saloon, but the clientele changed and it
developed a tarnished reputation during its earlysyéeom Gasparich, who introduced me
to E. W. Malone, told of owning a piano from the bar. The piano contains two bullet hol
Stories were provided illustrating bootlegging activities with the Indians during these
prohibition periods. In one case, pratitn laws were ignored during WWII in a touching
story from former owner of the Opera House, Mary Ann Kauzlaric.

Personal recollections documented some of the activities of the Café. Some of the har
of issues related to persons of Japanese dedaang WW!I were particularly enlightening
by Kay Taira, daughter of longtime Eagle Café owner George Taira and Mary Kimura,
of the late Tom Kimura. Persons from different races worked together to hetfptzens of
Japanese origin survive duringfaiult times during WWII. Here was the melting pot
assimilation at its best.

Some personal characteristics and tragedies are documented involving an owner in th
years. Claude Walker provided color to that part of the block and became partuwopGals
history. Longtime friend and previous owner of the Opera House, Arnold Hudgeons, al
with Bill Richardson, tell stories related to the demise of the facility.

Stories in this document present personal accountings of happenings related to activiti
originating in the Kitchends Opera Hou
intended to relate interesting facts and observations that occurred in the early years of
facility that is now 114 years old. Key untold stories from eighteeitheals, who were
involved in Opera House activities in one way or another, provide significant contri
contributions to the rich, muitultural, history of Gallup.

The activities of the Opera House were initially documented in a book by this atldbr ti
Kitchends Oper a Ho uBhehook@iscusked what hayppened it ¢he
Opera House and who was responsible for a period of nearly 70 years. Primary source
information were newspaper articles and a review of the building abstraateghized that
the limitations to resources in preparing the book left much to be desired. The preface
book stated: A traditional way to write a history of a facility is to do an exhaustive
literature search and to interview persons who might have knowledge about the subjec
decided that many of the stories that contribute to the rich history of the Opera House .
unwritten and that | may not get them without a stimulus. Therefore, | decided to prepe
el ectronic booko as a fistrawmano to t
overl|l ooked i n aThisdoaudhentis tleerow@dut ofstratsstimailin effect,
this document represents the appendix mentioned in the book. The book and this stori
document are readily accessible at www.kitchensoperahouse.com and can be downlo:
This document is organized into the same chapters that are in thelibh@se chapters
represented important phases in the operations of the Opera House and it is from this
that the stories are presented. The key periods and topics are:

The Grand Years: 1895909
The Lease Years: 193911



The Sweet and Sour Yeaf91+1920

The Tough Years: 1920929

The Promotional Years: 192940

The Years of Turmoil: 1933935

The Ownership Transition Years: 194046
The PostWar Years: 1946

The Café

The Bar

Miscellaneous

Summary of Stories

The following is the source doment for the Stories that were published in the Gallup
Journey.

Stories from Kitchends Op

Gallup, New Mexico
Roger M. Zimmerman, Ph. D., P.E.

April 11, 2009

INTRODUCTIO N

Stories are provided in this document to present personal accountirgyspehimgs related
to the Kitchends Opera House in Gallup
relate interesting facts and observations that occurred in the early years of a facility the
now 114 years old. Key untold stories from egght individuals, who were involved in
Opera House activities in one way or another, provide contributions to this rich history.

The Kitchends Opera house was construc-
the slowly growing community of Galp, NM. Much of the early history of Gallup was
developed and in many cases influenced
House touched most or all of the citizens in one way or another. By 1935, it was repor
that Gallup had citizens froB8 nationalities. At one time or another, all socially interact
in the Opera House and through this caused an early implementation of the melting po
of life; a development that largely preceded and now heralds the makeup of the United
today.

The activities of the Opera House were documented in a book by this author titled:
iIKitchends Oper a Ho u soeThe Bdakldiscusped whdthappekbs a
the Opera House and who was responsible for a period of nearly 70 years. Prin@gy sc
of information were newspaper articles and a review of the building abstracts. It was
recognized by the author that the limitations to resources in preparing the Book left mu
be desired. The pr Afraditoeal way to ite¢ ehhestoridal @ k 0
facility is to do an exhaustive literature search and to interview persons who might hav
knowledge about the subject. | decided that many of the stories that contribute to the |
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history of the opera House are unwritten and that {ymat get them without a stimulus.

Therefore, | decided to prepare this n
exposure to persons who mi ghtNote&licoparcased
to indicate text that was copied from thedk. This document is the output of that stimult

The purpose of the Book and this new document is to synthesize insight into the histor
Gallup as influenced by operations headquartered at the Opera House facility. This fa
brought people togker to interact and in the end create stories and in many cases doct
major historical developments in the community. This document is my presentation of
from eighteen people who wanted to enhance this delightful journey back through the |
of Gallup. These stories put the human element into the facility and | hope you enjoy tf
presentation.

A brief review of the history of the Opera House creation is provided to help set the stz
the stories. Ki t ¢ hen 6andIl&sp@peraHotke forsGallupwia
1893, Messrs Reitz and Johnson had purchased a furniture store on the corner of Coa
Avenue and Second Street and turned it into a hall for the purpose of holdings public
meetings, balls, and theatrical productionssiaas called the Reitz & Johnson Opera Ho
and became the first dedicated Opera House in Gallup. The use of the term Opera Hc
appears to be a continuation of naming of entertainment facilities specializing in plays,
musicals, and dances that starscearly as June of 1890 in Gallup. The one story buildi
was fortytwo feet wide and 70 feet long, so it represented a sizeable hall for its time. |
a stage and dressing rooms for theatrical productions.

A major fire in downtown Gallup in Decembef 1894 changed the configuration of the ne

town forever. The fire destroyed the
Kennedydés saloon on Railroad Avenue. T
store that was the leading distributo of ¢l ot hi ng, boots, ge

fancy groceries. The loss of the Caledonian store was a major blow to the downtown
economy. Reitz and Johnson recognized this loss and immediately gave access to the
House for the Caledoniastore. They also used part of the space for their own meat mar
Apparently, Reitz and Johnson figured that operation of a merchandize store was mor
profitable than providing an entertainment and meeting facility.

This sudden transformation of propegtiand the commercial use of a large space left a v
in entertainment facilities in Gallup. Peter Kitchen, who owned saloon in Gibson joined
Patrick Kennedy, who lost his saloon in the fire, agreed to a partnership to build a majc
facility. Peter ad Patrick wanted a major entertainment and meeting hall that could mal
profit. The facility was to have a bar
space on the second story. This was financed and constructed in 6 months ondwo lot:
Railroad Avenue whose structures had been damaged in the fire. At the end of the
construction phase in June of 1895, the-stary brick facility on Railroad Avenue,
estimated to be worth $5,400 was finished. Initially the open space on the-flecondas
45 by 60 ft. It was expanded to a 76 ft dimension in 1929. It had an elevated stage in
configurations and dressing rooms.



The KitchenKennedy Hall was started in January of 1895 and finished the following Ju
The new hall was inauguead on July 4, 1895 with a benefit band concert for the Sacred
Heart Church, which was provided by the Ft. Wingate Band. A benefit dance for the N
Episcopal Church was conducted on July 22, 1895. By the following September, the I
paper was calling the KitcherKennedy Opera House. Thus, Gallup had another Oper:
House. Peter Kitchen bought out Patric
Opera House, a name that it was known thereafter. This name still remains faintly in t
stucco coveang of the brick building.

The Opera House was used as a dance hall for over 50 years. There were thousands
stories involving laughter, excitement, imagination, and music appreciation. Personal i
emotional experiences resulted from love, jealowsty lust. Individuals felt clumsiness,
radiated luminous or imperfect images, realized physical or emotional pain, and suffere
rejection among others. Fights broke out and there were hostile interactions between
from different ethnic or racigjroups as they tried to establish their space on the floor.
Countless orchestras and bands of different ethnic backgrounds provided music, some
too loud. These stories will provide some enlightenment on the melting pot assimilatio
occurred though this function.

Meetings were scheduled for over 50 years and, while most were procedural and docil
mining meetings at the Opera House in the 1930s certainly brought out strong passion
energies that changed the history of Gallup. Storiishare some of the emotions and

dramatic history changing events that occurred through meetings in the Opera House.

Boxing and wrestling activities occurred for nearly 30 years. Probably more stories we
generated over these activities than any othBisxing was the lead sporting event for 29

years. Boxing demands expressions of opinions of the outcome by participants and pz
before an event. During the matches, tensions and other emotional feelings are heigr
and sometimes subdued by ti@ppenings. After the each match ends, there are feeling:
exhilaration or frustration because there is a winner and loser. You can imagine the en
and conversations generated by these activities. Wrestling occurred for 28 years and

and enotions similar to boxing can be expected. Anticipations of sporting events were

nominally elevated because part of the process usually involved the betting process. I
require financial commitment before an event and resolution after completion. Paogjet
excited and frustrated about losing even a small bet because it is felt to reflect on their
personal judgment. Because of the betting activities, emotions can run strong for the ¢
and this was certainly the case at the Opera House asveifldn in the stories.

Theater related productions flourished at the Opera House for about 25 years and ther
competition from other halls and the growth of the movie industry took over.

Three persons stimulated most of the stories in the Opera Hbohse.visions, passions,
talents, and energies significantly touched the hearts and souls of persons present at (
House functions. They made things happen. They had lasting effects on the history o
Gallup. The three story generators were repartede Book as: Peter Kitchen, Guido
Zecca, and Martha Roberts. Their contributions and/or influences are reflected in these



stories.
THE GRAND YEARS: 18951909

This document is organized into the same chapters that are in the Book. These chaptt
represated important phases in the operations of the Opera House and it is from this o
that the stories are presented.

The grand years were selected for the Book after reviewing newspaper articles and the
descriptions in the abstracts. These yegpsasented that time in Gallup history where the
Opera House was the most dominant entertainment and meeting facility in town. The
population at the turn of the century was reported as 2068. The hall was large enough
accommodate hundreds of peopleizaable part of the population. Operations were
financially sound and the available newspaper articles indicated that the Opera House
center for social and political activities. The articles clearly established that the Opera
House was a functiong facility that served a variety of important community needs for t
Town of Gallup. The end of the 6Grand
Opera House operations for the period 29021. The lease period changed the function
the Opera House thereatfter.

No personal stories were obtained for this period. There are some notable events at t
Opera House that should be mentioned. These are summarized from the Book. Ther:
considerable involvement of the Fort Wingate cavhiind in the early dances and benefit
The first commencement of Gallup High School was in the Opera House in 1901. One
lecture of note was when President W. G. Tight of the University of New Mexico spoke
1904. The Opera House saloon became dy g@orts bar using information from a
telegraph. Peter Kitchen announced the returns of the Jeffoidzett fight in 1903. Moving
pictures made their debut in the Opera House in 1903.

Gallup was in Bernalillo County in the Territory of New Mexiawahere were meetings in
the Opera House as early as 1896 to initiate efforts to create a new county in the Terri
The effort was successful and McKinley County was established in 1899.

THE LEASE YEARS: 1909-1911

The lease years were identifiedthe Book because Peter Kitchen leased the facility to Ji
Briscoe and Ellis Winders for a twgear period. The significance of the lease period is tt
this opened a new chapter in the facility operations and in entertainment in Gallup. Tw
events sigify this change: (1) the inauguration of boxing and wrestling as lead activitie
the Opera House and (2) the opening of a competing entertainment facility, tt@éas
Theatre, later Pastime, by Peter Kitchen in December of 1909.

Boxing and wrestlig took off and became prime activities in the Opera House for the ne
three decades. According to the newspaper articles, boxing got started in 1911 and wr
a year later. Dick Givens was an early boxer who would be involved in the sport forsie
thereafter. Dances continued. Some were elaborate balls as will be discussed in the n



section.

Records indicate that Peter Kitchen took out a loan in 1909 on the Opera House to hel
finance the construction of the Pasne theatre. The theater was Coal Avenue and was
known as the Kitchen Building. After all, the Opera House was 14 years old and probe
was showing some signs of aging. Newer buildings were being built on Coal Avenue ¢
area became more of the economic center for theargsiadf Gallup. The miners and the
railroad men appeared to be more interested in the sports activities on Front Street, wit
was called Railroad Avenue in the early days. It appears that Peter createdTiadPas
cater more to family entertainment he Pastime theatre became a competitor to the
entertainment activities of the Opera House. Competition of this type expanded in follc
years, but mostly on Coal Avenue. Near the end of the-jgased, Peter Kitchen tried to
introduce Box Ball as major activity to attract patrons. Apparently this venture was not
successful as he abandoned it shortly afterward. He took over the Opera House facilit
end of the lease period and continued the dancing, meeting, and sporting activities.

New Mexico will be celebrating its centennial for statehood in 1912. New Mexico was "
oldest of Territories and finally reached its goal that year. On August 22, 1910, there v
mass meeting of the Democrats of McKinley County in the Opera House tomdect
delegate to represent McKinley County in the Constitutional Convention to be held on
September 6, 1910. Documentation was not found to indicate that the role of the Opel
House when statehood was achieved. It is thought that it would have beenracgiing

pl ace, but a newer competing facility
W. C. McDonald, did speak in the Opera House in October of 1914. Since the Opera |
was a home for miners and railroad men, probably the speech wasapplihspired. You
can be sure a dance followed the meeting.

THE SWEET AND SOUR YEARS: 19111920

The sweet and sour years were identified in the Book because the operations of the of
house had good and bad times, sometimes simultaneously. The gearfgled with
successes and later family tragedies. Peter Kitchen resumed management of the ope
property after the lease expired in June of 1911. He had considered changing the ope
hall to a rooming house, but decided against thiscantinued in the traditional operations.
During these years, New Mexico became a state, World War | had begun and ended,
prohibition had begun. These had impacts on the operations and helped shape the us
facility in later years.

Majorfeatue s during these years were the fa
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen (B. of R.T.). These would include beautiful decorati
a fancy detailed program, and flowers were worn by each guest. These special fralta r
1910 to 1920. The ball was cancelled in 1921 due to poor economic conditions. Railre
men were being laid off.

The following was taken from the Book to illustrate the magnitude of the occasion. Th
article also describes some of the featufdb® ball and contains both a patriotic expressi



and a sympathetic statement regarding
and this article reflects some of the tensions that followed.

(2/27/19181 )TRAIT NMENOG S RUBILRE T#d Braherhood of Railroad
Trainmen will hold their annual Ball at the Gallup Opera House this year on Mar
18", Monday night. The seventeenth of March is the regular day for this event,

thiﬁ year the 17 happens to come on Sunday, therefore theelavill he held on the
18" 0

AThis year the Trainmenso6 Ball wil
are now sixteen members of the local chapter of Trainmen serving the United S
under the Stars and Stripes. As a special mark of regpéiae men who are fighting
for Old Glory, the Hall will be made one of the grandest that Gallup has ever se:
In past years the dance has been elaborate in the extreme, but all will be placec
the background this year. The boys will have ssmdfter surprise and novelty upt
novelty for the patronizing public

AThe Trainmen also wish to express
criminal and unpatriotic outrages which were committed against the Organizatic
United Mine Workers of America in M

By the end of these years, nearly all, but not all, of the variations of operations of the h
been tried. The Opera House remained as a key facility in the development of Gakup.
operations gravitated towards the working class of miners and railroadmen. Boxing,
wrestling, and union activities became leading crowd gatherers. Fancy balls became t
Theatrical performances were presented but the competition on Coal Avemezl deebe
attracting the better productions. Clearly, the facility was clearly not headed towards
becoming a center for the performing arts.

A limited number of stories were available for this period. The first of the stories deals
a situation tht developed after the Book was publish&dhold Hudgeons called in 2004 ar
told me that one of the trusses in the Opera House had unexpectedly failed. It occurre
during the day and no external reason for the failure was evident. | drove over o dadllt
we went up to the upper story. | looked at the failure and started looking around some
| was trained as a structural engineer and a design deficiency stood out. The roof had
previously covered by the square metal tile that was poputargithe construction time an:
the deficiency was not evident to the casual observer.

The photograph (Figure 2) shows the end of the truss and the failed lower chord. This

composed of three | ayers of 2 ber, failed i 0
bending. If the truss were designed properly, the lower chord should not be in bending

10



Figure 2 Photograph of Failed Roof Truss

Upper Chord of Failed Uss

Failed Lower Chord

| created a sketch to illustrate the problem that | saw. Figure 3 is a sketchiadlbokthe
OperaHouse truss and another one of a better design. Truss chords should not be in t
and this is shown in the better designed version. Recognize that the poor design stooc
years, so it wasno6t a cr it i c arsidefablyasinae then
Clearly the design had structural conservatism built in and this probably was a legacy «
previous roof trusses that had been built and successfully used in earlier years.

During my visit to Gallup to review the truss failure ddithe opportunity to look at the tru:
above the Chief Theater. The theater
bought the Opera House facility. The Chief theater had a truss similar to that in the Of
House, but the inspection revealbdttit was designed like the right sketch.

Now what does this mean to the future of the facility. Basically, the design deficiency ¢
corrected by reinforcing the weak part of the lower chord.

11



Figure 3 Schematics of Bad and Good Trusses

Opera House Truss Better Designed Truss
Loads Loads
T Bending Action T Absence of Bending

(Failure Region)

Wall
Wall

This got me to thinking about thene and only one time in the operations of the Opera H
t hat ASafetyo was mentioned in the new
Two newspaper articles appeared in the same issue. Note, E. F. Kenslegvedhto have
been the designer and builder for the roof for the Opera House in 1895. Consider the
significance of these statements. If the roof was not considered safe, the ball would heé
be cancelled or moved to another facility. The date wasivb6 and the traditional St.
Patricks dance would be on thé".7There was a lot of pressure on A. W. Robertson and
F. Kenney.

(3/16/1916) A TO THE .PUBHd Cmanagement of tF
Kitchen Opera House inspected and evernghias found to be satisfactory and the
big B. of R. F. ball will be held as usual Friday night at the Kitchen Opera House
Commi tteeo

(3/16/19161 NOTICE.March 14, 1916. At the request of Mr. Peter Kitchen the
undersigned have inspected the Opera haumskin our opinion there is no danger ¢
having a collapse. We consider the building perfectly safe. A. W. Robertson ar
F. Kenney. 0

It is always challenging to match speculation to reality. | am assuming that the structur
issue was the one causitige concern to the B. R. &T. | had speculated on the reason fc
two articles on safety in the Book. Sometimes a review of this nature is embarrassing.

12



specul at ed i possiblyhae ov&ly saflety dcomsadus pérson of the union wan
to m&ke sure that everything was safe and in their zeal openly expressed opinions that
might be some risk to the patrons. Or perhaps there was someone who was a teetotal
was antisocial and wished to sabotage the proceedings Wi t h t howledgee w
about the design deficiency, | suspect that someone, who knew about the proper desic
truss, brought this to the attention of the B. of R. T. planning committee. It looks like |
over st at ed amgverly safety sonstiduapersoii wesgonsible for the
concern. Possibly it just was a better informed person who knew of the design deficiet

Another story about events near the end of this period was brought out in the interviev
Charles Martinelli, grandson of Peter and AnnacKén. He had a view on the death of his
grandmother. The following is a portion of the article in the Book covering her death:

(6/20/19206C ) MRSi PETE KITCHEN BRIED SATURDAY IN CREI HILL As a
result of the burns r e cakbywakatoseheheuplosiah
her home, death claimed Mrs. Pete Kitchen at noon of the same day, at St. Mar
Hospital, where she, her husband, and daughters Misses Eva and Anna, who w
also burned about the hands, were taken immediately after the asefdeat. Mrs.
Kitchen was horribly burned over her entire body, only the palm of the hands ar
soles of the feet showing no signs of the ravishing flames. It is said of her by th
who came to her rescue and by her husband, that throughout alliferiisg of the
few hours, she was very calm and composed, and just before dying, when she |
she must go, said to her | oved ones
you all . é& Her taking in thi $ohdrfamilyand
to friends throughout the city. Her daughters, Misses Eva and Anna who witnes
the explosion that robbed them of their mother are in a state of collapse. Both t
their hands burned, and also their father has both hands burnedlzpdtg. Since
the death of their mother they have been cared for at the home of Mr. And Mrs.
Christman, Jr. Lifdong friends of the family who are doing so much to calm the ¢
and nerves of the nerwegrecked girls.

Charles reported on a fam#yory that he heard regarding the death of his Grandmother.
normal morning routine in those days was to place some wood on the coals and pour ¢
kerosene over them to get the fire started quickly. The fire apparently flashed when th
happened anMirs. Kitchen was fatally burned. There was some thinking that somehow
gasoline was in the container normally containing the kerosene. This would explain wi
liquid flashed when it was poured on the hot coals. Kerosene was used for lamps and
gasolinewas often used for cleaning. Obviously persons in the family feel that gasoline
either mis labeled or improperly confined and this lead to the tragedy.

Part of the tragedy of the death of Anna Kitchen relates to the times. Consider the
conditiors in 1920. Charles brought out that it was not thought that the family had a mc
vehicle at that time. There was a volunteer fire department. It is doubtful that emergel
medical vehicles were available at that time. There was no 911 to call aoedac!
emergency. Somehow the family or neighbors got Mrs. Kitchen and the girls to the ho
which was seven or eight blocks away.
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Finally Prohibition became a reality during this period. Obviously this impacted the
operations of the bar. InSepte er of 1918, i tTheWaerssedaaloons u
three days from today will be a thing of the past, for at midnight, October 1, the shades
be drawn, the keys turned to their locks and liquor emporiums closed in compliance wi
constitution a | amendment providing for state

THE TOUGH YEARS; 1920-1929

The tough years are identified as those starting after the death of Anna Kitchen and
continuing on through most of the prohibition years. Following the dediiofKitchen in
June of 1920, Peter continued to operate the Opera House and raise his family of four
remaining children: Eva, Anna, Mary, and Alex. Peter and Anna had lost a son in a fre
shooting accident in 1916. The girls in particular were sgcdtive and occasionally mad
the society column of the newspaper. Financially the operations were strained at diffe!
times and he had to reduce the rent on occasion.

The Opera House functioned at a reduced level of activity during these toughBex=irsy,
wrestling, and dances were the headliners. Major politicians still attended some functi
there.

It was during this period that another story was found. One of the treats that | receivec
arranging these interviews was notice that inge family friend Olga Baird had a story to
tell about the Opera House. | interviewed her a few years before her unfortunate pass
Olga was born in 1913. She was the person having the earliesiafigtinvolvement in
activities in the Opera Houseatthl interviewed.

She related: A traveling company came into Gallup in the-19201 time frame and wante
to produce the play ATom Thumbo at t he

Olga won the leading role for the female. As she rebsm a Masters boy was the male

lead. This was a real challenge for Olga and this experience became a big part of her
life.

What was interesting was her description of the reputation of the Opera House in that |
Her mother was concerned albter daughter being exposed to the rough environment t|
existed there. ALadies of the evening
Theater, often danced there. Her mot h
part and prsisted. There were no incidents surrounding the play. The story provides s
insight to the reputation of the Opera House during the early 1920s.

One of the major functions was wrestling. The Opera House was home for a major cor
Joe Zeccaprodied me with a picture of his dad
Gallup, who will met Matsuda, the champion Japanese welterweight wrestler of the wo
a wrestling match at the Opera House, Friday night, April 4. This will be the biggest
wrestling match ever seen there. Geo. Gortovich heeight wrestler is here now training
with Zecca. 0 A newspaper article in |
two long hours and the match ended in a draw.
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Joe Zecca related a stahat he had heard about his dad. The story sheds some light on
personality of Guido Zecca, Sr. Guido was getting ready for a big wrestling match in tf
1920s and wanted to bet on the outcome. The story goes that Guido went to Glen Em
prominent lanker, and hocked a diamond stick pin to get some collateral. He won the |
and easily recovered the pin.

E. W. Malone told of the Opera House activities during the Jack Dentpsey Tunney
fight in the 192627 time frame. A Mr. Erickson was a fainiell to do person and had a
radio with ear phones. This was before speakers were available. Mr. Erickson listene
the fight with his ear phones and repeated the results to the crowd who were attending
fight at the Opera House. It is podsithat the radio transmission came from KOB in Las
Cruces, NM. KOB was located at New Mexico State University during this period.

Nardine Chiaramonte recalled a boyhood event that occurred in his early life, The ever
wasnot dir ect | ayHouse, buaprobably was inspitecby Gbgire iin the O
House. This was during prohibition and he was about 12 at the time. He and the Carr
boys would put on 14 oz boxing gloves and set up a series of matches in the street. P
would watch andhrow pennies to the fighters. They could maybe get $0.50 during the
and maybe $1.25 on Saturday nights. Saturday nights were big nights because the mi
and other labor type workers were off and were wanting some entertainment. He reme
thatthe Opera House had something going about every Saturday night.

There was dancing throughout the tough years. In addition, dances usually followed p
events. A benefit dance occurred in 1926. Governor and Mrs. A. T. Hannett attended
honored gests. Governor Hannett had been a mayor of Gallup and had attended man
functions at the Opera House in earlier years. Again this was probably politically motiv
as it attracted the miners and railroad men. Other facilities offered opportunitégentmas in
competition.

E. W. told of one scary experience he had at a fight in the Opera House in th281i8%eé
frame that triggered a major point that | had not emplasized in the Book. That was the
influence of ATHE STAI &%iend,din Phelpsewhowasa a -
Santa Fe security officer, called a Santa Fe bull, took E. W. and Mr. Phelps son Hugh 1
Opera House to witness a fight. Both were young teenagers. Guido had arranged for i
round match between two good boxers; oas Hispanic and the other was a Slav fellow
from Gamerco. The attendees were primarily miners. The box seats were folding che
placed around the ring and many in those seats were Hispanics. The cheaper seats w
bleachers that had steep slopesWE.Hugh, and his Dad were up high in the bleachers.
The place was full and the judges had a hard time arriving at a decision. Finally they
awarded it to the Slavic fighter. The Hispanics became extremely upset and in their ar
threw their chairs it the ring. A fight broke out and Mr. Phelps and the kids sought to 1
out. The stairs were narrow and he remembers being caught in a jam of exiting patror
said he went down the stairs with his arms pinned to his sides and he was totally helel:
moved with the flow of compressed bodies and he mentioned that breathing was diffici
Conditions like this arise in a melting pot situation.
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A similar story was told by Peter Kitc
boxing match tht he and his father attended at the Opera House. The match ended u

riot. There was apparent pandemoni um.
get down the narrow staircase at the North end of the hall. Frank remembers that the
star case was very narrow, he thought sli

could get down safely. To solve their dilemma, Frank and his dad climbed out a windc
over the Eagle Café and shimmied down a drain spout to get to a roof oadjdiming
building. This would be the roof for Richardson Trading Company. They got away saf

These two stories bring out one of the unsafe features of the Opera House, the stairs.
hall, that could contain hundreds of people, had only one amaitentrance. The other
smaller entrance was behind the stage and was somewhat difficult to get to. | took the
following photograph at the bottom of the stairs (Figure 4). Imagine being up there wit|
to 500 people in a smoke filled environment &ading the feeling of being trapped. One
thousand people were reported to be at a union meeting in 1933. This was during the
and there were other parts of the story was may have been exaggerated somewhat, sc
number is considered as high.

These stories about unorthodox exits document the extreme unsafe nature of the facilit
The building had pebellied stoves in the early days and a wooden floor for the hall.
Consider what could have happened if a fire broke out during one of the dacgagc
over 50 years or the boxing matches that occurred over 29 years or the meetings whei
Opera House floor was packed. There were concerts, graduations, or theatrical prodt
that attracted large audiences. It is interesting to note th&aelep Volunteer Fire
Department sponsored a number of elaborate balls during thel®201period. One of then
had | arge electric letters G.V.F. D. o
concerned about fires as | imagine they would be nownsider all the hundreds of events
t hat occurred where a fire didndét brea

Most people smoked during those days. One of the things that was discussed in an in
with Nardine Chiaramonte was the presence of cigarette smoke in the Opera Nardire
said that people smoked until the last event. There were ventilators in the ceiling and
window, and, for the main event, Guido Zecca would ask patrons to quit smoking.
Obviously the presence of the smoke was of more concern than the aadrits potential
danger to the patrons. When the night club in Chicago burned a few years ago, | thou
there for the Grace of God could have been the Opera House for over 50 years.

The stairs are 52 inches wide in the figure. Take out some spabe f@ilings and the
photograph shows the serious limitation to passage. You can just imagine the fear tha
prevailed as patrons tried to squeeze down these stairs during fights.

The top of the steps in Figure 4 terminated at a landing where patrddgyoceither right of
left to a small set of stairs. Small landings ended the short stairs and then patrons ent:
hall through doors. A peep hole was located in the covering structure to the stairs.
Apparently security was a prime feature in tlesign of the Opera House.
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The hard times of this era and the fact that the facility was 33 years old in 1928 contrib
some financi al probl ems. Il n 1928, Pet
successful. Peter Kitchen had #idult decision to make: what to do to make the proper
profitable. He had a facility and apparently he wanted to extend its longevity. Guido Z¢
Sr. appeared to be the stimulus that influenced his decision. In 1929, Peter took out a
and expandethe floor by 16 feet, from 60 to 76 ft long, and remodeled the stage area.

Figure 4 Bottom of Stairs to Opera House
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THE PROMOTIONAL YEARS; 1929 -1940

The promotional years were identified because of significant promogdioats that were
centered at the Opera House starting in 1929 under the stimulation of Guido Zecca. C
was a promoter extraordinaire.

Guido was a major story generator for the Opera House and | thought it important to bi
introduce him. | receiw historical information from his sons Joe and Guido Jr. Guido S
was born in 1895 in Italy and came to the U. S. in 1912. He settled in Arizona to work i
mines. In 1917, he joined the U. S. Army and served with distinction in World War I;
waswounded twice. After the war, he planned to return to Arizona, but he got sidetrac
Gallup and remained there thereafter. Guido was the main driver in getting the Opera
going again in 1929 and probably was the person who convinced PetarKitccabandon
the skating rink and invest in a bigger facility. The following article in the Book was ust
introduce the promotional years.

The article in the Book starting the promotional years was:

(8/9/19291) "BIG FIGHT CARD TUESRBY NIGHT GuidoZecca has just been
back long enough from his trip to Europe to want to see a good fight card and
accordingly one has been arranged for 34 rounds of real boxing to be staged at
Kitchen Opera House, Tuesday night."

The article misses some importarfoirmation. During an extended stay in Europe, he we
back to Italy and met and fell in love with his wife Valentina. They were married there
returned to Gallup in 1929.

The Opera House was primarily used as a sport amusement facility during tese ye
Dances and meetings were scheduled, but the real focus of Gallup energies was on th
boxing and wrestling matches promoted by Guido Zecca. The Opera House was the
of attention for the surrounding region as boxers came from neighboring cotiesicaime
to display their skills. The key labor related meetings will be discussed in the section c
Years of Turmod 19331935.

The presentation of stories during thi:
promotions ended up in a riot &ugust of 1929. This article summarizes some of the
boxing excitement that prevailed in Gallup during these promotional years.

(8/30/1929I) "PRIZE FIGHT ENDS INRIOT. 0 AThe boxing ¢
night featuring a double main event ended in egiohouse. The first main event
between Essex Jenkins and a bad looking hombre from El Paso ended in a dra
Both boys were tough. 0

AfAl fonso Gonzal es of E I Paso, and
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event of the evening found themselvesouitidlangerous weapons when rough tact
were barred. To make matters worse the referee awarded the decision to Gonz
the third round claiming that Murdock was using a kidney punch which had bee;
barred. The judges disagreed and after some delagnBter Zecca became the thir
man in the ring. Murdock led continuously until the tenth round when he landec
solid left to the bread basket. Gonzales flopped to the canvass and claimed a fi
Local doctors at the ringside failed to discover eviderfce foul blow and Murdock
was declared the victor. o

A Then the fun, sport and amusement
attempting to quell the riot was ro

A 1t was t he berwtgesseda baxingbaudin Gallua,toveredd2(
being taken at the door. o

| start the stories about boxing durin
oldest son, Joe. His dad had a string of boxers that he took all over the state tbdypx. -
included the Chiaramontes, George Avilla, and Johnny Herrera. Boxing was a major p.
the Zecca family scene and Joe became involved. Guido would sometimes let young |
box. They would box a few rounds and people would throw money into the fiime
participants would split the take.

Joe told a delightful story about a fight when he was about 10 years old. A match was
arranged between Joe and another youngster of about the same age. Things were so
organized in those days that he had a manalohn Kirk, who was about the same age ar
took things seriously. John wanted his fighter to win and he wanted Joe to seriously tr
like the other fighters. John would come by the house before school and try to get Joe

the hillsarounchi s h o me . Joe wasnot that excit
that this was just a match and they wo
winning. He doesndét remember whether

Nardne Chiaramonte is mentioned several times in the Book. A fight was scheduled ir
that had an interesting outcome. Both Nardine and Guido Zecca were injured. The
newspaper article was:

(8/12/19311) "WORKOUTS TURN INTOATLE AS HOT SHOT GRPLES
CHAIRAMONTE Boxing workouts for the American Legion fight card Friday nig
in the rear of the Spero Cosmos place last night, turned into ddreall.

ANardi ne Chiaramonte, scheduled fo
will not be abe to fight Friday night and his promoter, Guido Zecca, emerged slig
|l ess hurt. o

AfThe cause of it al | | Ho't Shot S mi

Chiaramonte, was scratched up some too but was still in good enough conditiot
voluntee to substitute in the main event and turn his share of the pot over to
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Nardi ne. o

Alt all started because of rivalry
Shot, Guido announced. 0

A6Hot shot turned | oose adkel openiba
6Then Spero and | started to argue

ARZecca's nose resembled a beak thi
the left side. Zecca claimed credit for Hot Shots injuries and avbe@ehs back in
the fighting game myself now. "

| asked Nardineds about this fight. I
showed me the scar over his left eye. He remembered the event quite well.

Bill Richardson had his first stodring the period when there were lots of boxing and
wrestling matches. Bill went to some of the matches. One of the Chiaramonte boys, hi
thought possibly Nardine, challenged Potsey Cresto to a match. Potsey won as Bill
remembered.

| mentioned to Nardie that Bill Richardson told me that he remembers that Nardine anc
Potsy Cresto fought in the Opera House. As Bill remembered, Potsy won. Nardine sa
Bill was correct. There was an interesting story behind this fight. A railcar load of
watermelos had been delivered to Gallup. Some of the watermelons were broken and
would confiscate t hem. Pot sy and Nard
This became a challenge and evolved into a promise to fight in the Opera Housaots
guite a bit larger than Nardine and, in his mind, this had a lot to do with the loss.

In his younger years, Nardine Chiaramonte would sneak into the Opera House througt
side windows. Apparently there were ladders on the roof of what is nowrR&tlsao n 6 ¢
Trading Company and people could crawl
sophisticated ticket selling process a
a lot of promoting of the boxing and wrestling matches. He wgalltb the city baseball
games and promote the upcoming boxing matches.

Wrestling was a key attraction during the boxing years. Wrestling promoters were trave
around the country staging matches where anyone who could beat one of their travelir
professbnals could earn $100. Bill Richardson saw a match when local wrestler Harolc
Wheeler beat the professional and earned the money. Harold later became a Chief of
in Tucson. Bill said that 26800 people would show up for a match like this.

A new %t of problems beset Gallupites in 1934. This dealt with gambling. Peter Kitche
son Alex, and Guido Zecca were mentioned. The following is taken from the Book.

Aln February of that year the Grand Jury opened up a probe of vice charges. A
Kitchen, of the Opera House pool hall was called as a witness but was not char
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On February 13, 1934, the Grand Jury handed down 39 true bills and indictmen
They included investigated 21 for gambling, 5 for operating houses of prostitutic
and 13 for ale of liquor to minors. Senator C. V. Vogel, who was also on the cit
council, was accused of helping to halt prosecution of prostitutes and was aske
show cause as to why he should not be removed from office. On February 14,
Independentreported Gal | upés three O0big shot s
indictments concerning gambling; Guido Zecca of the Santa Fe Club, Fred Dun
of the Gl obe Cigar Store, and Fred
Cigar Store. o0 Gui fdhoseZrested an sevanschatgésef f
gambling. He was charged with operating a roulette game, allowing operation ¢
poker, roulette and craps. On April 13, 1934, padlocks were placed on 9 places
including the Santa Fe Club. It was noted in the petitftonpadlocks that co
owners of the Santa Fe Club were Joe Vidal, Pete Vidal, S. P. Vidal, Katherine "
Johnnie Vidal, and Guido Zecca. On April 14, Pete Kitchen of the Opera Pool +
was named in a late padlock action on a charge of gambling.

On May10, the district court jury acquitted Guido Zecca of operating a poker ga
Assistant District Attorney D. W. Carmody and Prosecutor Hugh B. Woodward t
preparation of two more charges against Zecca. On May 11 the Independent
reported: drgesagdnktGuidyp Zecda and the padlock proceedings
against his Santa Fe Club were laid over until the next term of court today as
prosecutors completed court actions growing out of the McKinley county grand
i nvestigati ons . 0 erKitchen gleaded gsilay mrel was given &
$100 suspended fine. Eventual settlement of the charges against Guido were r
found and they probably were dismis

| asked Guido (Cookie) Zecca, Jr. if he was sensitive to the legaleshabgut his dad wher
he was arrested for gambling in the 1930s. There was quite a lot of newspaper covere
about it. Cookie explained that it was a relative who was the arresting officer. The che
against Guido were dropped and they all had a d¢gnagh over it.

Cookie told of an incident that occurred late in the 1930s that bordered on gambling.
dad had a stable of fighters that he took to El Paso for boxing matches. These fighters
out and fought at the Opera House. Onthe waydowney st opped at
and Bar in the community of San Pablo, south of Las Cruces. Guido Sr. and Chope
Benavidez were involved in state politics and probably had met before. They became 1
friends. Cookie r el aésg beaskbdeChopaifa 8500ahd shic
would leave him a diamond ring as collateral. Guido Sr. bragged that he would be bac
his ring and would give Chope interest. Chope told Cookie years later that Guido Sr. ¢
back with a wad of bills and ghhim $600 and retrieved his ring. One hundred dollars ir
interest is not to be laughed at. Apparently the fighters were successful and Guido was
successful in his bets.

Dancing was a staple for activities at the Opera House for over 50 years. E. \e Isladal

some light on some of the dancing activities and the melting pot assimilation in Gallup.
W. told a story that he had heard was from Joe Bertinetti, who owned the Ideal Court.
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was born in the 1910915 period. He told about a dance at@mpera House that occurred
the late 1930s. Peter Kitchen had dances every Saturday night during this period. He
always had an orchestra. Many of the attendees were coal miners. The pattern was t
would enter through the stairs in the centet ten the Hispanics would turn at the top of
the stairs and go to one side of the hall. Mbspanics, would turn the opposite way and
would go to the other side of the hall. This latter group of miners would include Slavs,
Italians, Poles, and Anglos.

The dance would progress past midnight and most of the dancing activities would be
centered around the groups on each of the sides. At around 12:30 A.M., thiesNanic
group would wander over to the Hispanic side and want to dance with the didsurGe
there was some resistance from the Hispanic males. About 1:00 A. M. the fight would
In one instance the fight started and the combatants fought down the stairs and spilled
into the street. The railroad tracks were near the frothteo©pera House and the fight
spread that far. The combatants would recuperate on Sunday, possibly go to Mass, al
go work together as miners on Monday a
some of the melting pot assimilation that oced.

Lawrence Talamante had a few dealings at the Opera House. One of the first things h
was that there was only one way out and the stairs were narrow. That restraint promg
number of incidents and probably made some worse. As a yeuhgswould often sneak
in to watch a boxing match. He remembers seeing a scheduled match involving Johnr

Espinosa. On a personal not e, he adm
scheduled as a fighter at the Opera House. He was inviolgedane of the fisticuffs after th
dances. I asked him what prompted mo

recollection supports the story by E. W.

| asked if Olga Baird attended dances at the Opera House. She related that she and G
danced before their marriage primarily at the Elks and American Legion. Most of her fr
stayed away from the dances at the Opera House.

Meetings were also a prime activity at the Opera House. Many of them were union re
as well as political. | &2d Nardine about his political ambitions because he was mentic
in the following article in the Book.

AA certain amount of political oppo
had name recognition because of his boxing skills. It appearshia&epublican
party tried to cash in on this fame. It backfired.

(10/20/19341)" CHIARAMONTE QUITS REPUBLICAN TICKEResignation of
Nardine Chiaramonte from the Republican county ticket for the place of county
surveyor was announced today at the coutdxkts office.”

| asked Nardine about this article. He said that he was born a Democrat and had beer

his life. Somehow, Glen Emmons, prominent banker and Republican, got hold of Narc
and convinced him to run for the County Surveyor positiot934, when he was 21. The
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Independent reports that he quit the Republican ticket before the election. Some disct
arose about the function of the County
specific. Later Nardine ran for County Shiea$ a Republican, but lost to Micky Molica.
He wasnét sure of the year, but the vo
Democratic party and has been there ever sense.

The promotional period ended in 1940 with the start of changesriarship and a change i
the boxing activities. Peter Kitchen sold the Opera House facility to daughter Eva Cart
on January 9, 1940 with a quitclaim deed for $1.00. The following paragraphs from the
Book summarize the major changes in boxing operatisritbey moved to the new Junior
High school.

The year 1940 brought out the last of the big promotions by Guido Zecca. On N
14, 1940 he ran the foll owing: inGui
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and Americagiba, said today that the ring has be:
erected in the New Opera House and Boni Chiaramonte, who will meet Peter M
in the top event, is working out da
bartender at the New Opera House Bar at theetifihe following day the newspap
contained pictures of Peter Martin and Boni and the caption advertised the fight
March 19, the following article appeared:

(3/19/1940l) ABOXERS SCHEDULED FOR MAI N E
GIVES EXHIBITION HERE Pete Martin of Phoenix, Chippewa Indian boxer who
meets Boni Chiaramonte here tomorrow night in a Veterans of Foreign War ani
American Legion card, worked through six rounds with his brother, Johnny, in a
exhibition match at the junior high school gym astrinction for amateurs intending
toenterthe2B0 cl ubs tourney next month. o

ASid Danoff, who is instructing th
exhibition, which was foll owed by a
defense. 0

AMartin, demonstrated to the 25 bo
steppi ng, bl ocking punches and gene

March 20 presented an article indicating readiness for the bout. March 21 cont:
an article indicating that Boniwon he mat c h. The paper
saw the bouts. o This ended the mat
was at the Junior High Gym later that year. The gym became the center of spo
concerts, and dances thereafter.

THE YEARS OF TURMOIL: 1933-1935

STRIKE OF 1933

Two events provided significant turmoil in Gallup: the coal strike in 1933 and the riot of
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1935. The Opera House was the minerso
largely an aftermath of the striketavities. These will be discussed separately as stories
addressed each.

The year 1933 was a very important year for the activities of the Opera House. The he
been the meeting place for miner sd tomal:
prominence because of outside influences. In 1933, miners were suffering from financ
hardships and the United Mine Workers of America (UMWA) had become inactive. Tr
influence had been reduced in earlier strikes. There were several ethoidtaral groups
forming the mining community; Italians, Slavs (mostly from Croatia), Poles, a few Blacl
Hispanics, and Anglos. Hispanics were represented by several groups, with the larges
the recent immigrants from Old Mexico who were brougttoibreak the strikes of 1917 ar
1922. Many of the later Hispanics were not citizens in 1933.

Mine operations were hurting financially during the Great Depression. There was little
demand for coal and mine operators were operating on reduced sshddiriers and their
families were struggling. New labor organizers appeared and this led to problems that
carried on for 2 years.

A brief bit of introduction helps the reader understand some of the intracies associated
this part of the documenilhe Book describes many of the activities associated with the
strike and these wil!/ not be repeated
representatives to Gallup to organize miners in the summer of 1933. R. F. (Bob) Robe
his wife Martha aived in Gallup in about July of 1933. NMU came on hard to organize
miners in the Opera House and to offer
problems. This new union activity was an outgrowth of the labor union stimulus provid
the National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA), which was passed by the US Congress in
of 1933. NIRA encouraged collective bargaining activities. Gallup had a history of strik
related problems, including a period of martial law associated with the str#©22. The
NMU selected a few sites to organize under the NIRA and Gallup was one of them, pr«
because of the prior histories of confrontation. The NIRA was declared invalid in a cou
action 1935, but the delay in the court action did not Hedgsttuation in 1933 in Gallup.
Gallup was one of the focal points for the implementation of the act and things were
happening fast.

In 1933, local mine owners had put miners on reduced schedules to keep more emplc
This was a common approach for imesses during this trying financial period. The Robe
were professional union organizers and were trained to bring about strikes in areas of
potential unrest. They claimed they were not Communists.

By late in August, the Roberts had organized the NIMthe Opera House in Gallup as the
representative body for collective bargaining for the miners. The miners had found sot
who could address their issues.

Probably it is useful to provide a little background on the NMU at this point. The NMU
been around for about 5 years. It was closely tied to the International Labor Defense (|
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which was a Communist political organization. The UMWA was strongly opposed to tt
NMU at the national scene for obvious reasons. It seemed that violence sedatied
NMU organizing activities and this was a concern to the mine operators, government
officials, and businessmen in Gallup in 1933. The NMU was not recognized by either
American Federation of Labor (AFL) through the National Recovery Act (INRAthe
Gallup mine operators as a legitimate

This issue of recognition became a major point of contention during therpie
discussions. The significance of the issue is that NMU could not legadly iato a contract
with the mine owners. The NMU was addressing emotional problems important to the
mi ners, and most miners probably didno"
procedural obstacles as being relevant. Also the NMU did not maké&rection between
citizens and noftitizens in their membership criteria. Miners wanted action and resolut
of their concerns NOW! Demands of the NMU were refused by the managers of the m
on August 26, 1933. Operators of the mines respondee tetinands by stating that rathe
than run the danger of violence, they would opt close their mines. They pointed out the
closing action would only result in hardship for miners since many of the mines had be
operating at a loss for the past year in otdagive deserving men some work.

Negotiations between the NMU and the mine operators broke down and a strike was d
on August, 29. Picket lines were set with some 600 miners. Sheriff Dee Roberts and
operators were concerned that the mine 8danavas beyond their control. They were
concerned with the NMU rhetoric and about the potential for bloodshed. The sheriff, v
owners and the Gallup American Legion petitioned Governor Seligman for state protec
They wanted to be sure that theamould not be deprived of law and order. The
petitioners recognized the Communist influence of the strike organizers, even though t
Robertsd adamantly denied it. The pet
and Martial Law was decladein Gallup.

What was interesting to the author were the activities of the organizers of the strike.
Organizing was conducted at the Opera House. Bob and Martha had organized the N
it had a womenbés auxiliary Iolgasthdag@ofthe me
womendés auxiliary for the newly for med
on confrontation techniques in organizing and stimulating anarchy. For example, Mart
organized the womends amugatdi zaea ya antdi Iwdr
strengthen the NMU campaign. The emphasis on using women and children as part o
collective bargaining process was a new thrust and helped bring the emotional elemen
family involvement into the strike activitie®n the 28, some 600 NMU pickets defied
special deputy sheriffs and marched on the Gamerco mine. Martha Roberts and 30 si
women arms locked and fowabreast led the march. Martial law was declared on Augus

30",

There were 11 articles definéar the martial law on August 31 They are listed in the
Book. One of t heNoipublrormprivaengathedngseosanywkend willfbe
held either indoors or oubf-doors for any purpose whatsoever without permission from-
District Command r Charch services, schools, picture shows, and baseball games the
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werenot politically motivated were gen
the public. This became an obstacle for the Roberts and it was this article that seemed
generate the most dissention and eventual arrests. Initially, the Roberts circumvented
martial law edict by getting the strikers and their families to meet across the state line i
Arizona. This was one of many overt acts to confront authority.

The strike took a number of interesting courses. On August 31, one of the mines open
that miners could pull coal to supply fuel for the power plant, which provided Gallup wit
lights and power and operated the city water pumping plant. This occurvagost 31.
The military had to disperse some 400 strikers to achieve this.

The UMWA got into the act and maotto8eypthee
strike call of any dual organization, particularly not a strike call by the Communist party
America in the guise of the-salled National Miners Union o I n essence

did not honor the NMU picket lines and this led to additional tensions. Also, some two
hundred SpanisAmericans, U. S. citizens, met at an NRA meeting and agoeeddurn to
the mines if their safety was assured. A problem was that the NRA code had not been
so they had no legal basis for their offer.

On September 8, Martha was in Albuquerque promoting the NMU. She was seeking fi
for the relief of strikes in Gallup. On September Martha Roberts was back in Gallup
and was promoting a benefit dance at W
used to buy milk for strikersd childre
mner s6 families.

On September 15, there were rumors about one of the mines was reaching an agreen
NMU miner representatives. Clearly th
diversion. Martha and others had been involved in denounaifgty in a prohibited mass
meeting the day before. Martha Roberts, her husband Bob, Harry Mavrogenis, Alejanc
Alvarado, and E. H. Navarro were arrested. The males were held in county jail and Mz
in the city jail. Martha and Bob were charged webhnical assault and battery growing ot
of assaults with words, while the others were charged with vagrancy. On September 1
there was a protest march of school children. Nearly 100 school children quit their afte
classes and in groups of 20 qpdied Gallup streets protesting the arrest. The children
highlighted the arrest of Martha Roberts because she was so interested in promoting t|
welfare. They had to be dispersed by national guardsmen. The following Monday, 161
students failed to repbfor their classes as city schools protesting the arrest of NMU leas
The justice of peace dismissed the charges on Septeniber 20

In the next month, there were meetings, protests, confrontations, arrests and general
contention between the organigef the strike, the Roberts, and the mine operators.
Governor Hockenhull met with Martha Roberts on September 30. Governor Seligman
suddenly died of a heart attack on Septemb8r &5d Lt. Governor Hockenhull was
appointed Governor. He vowed to cooe the Seligman strike policy. During this time,
there was a slight easing of tensions and some of the miners were working. The overa
financial conditions for the coal mines had not improved so they still had problems of le
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demand for coal. Faeference, there were about 340 miners working, which was about
of what was needed, and there were 400 miners not working in the middle of October.

As these facts became more evident, some rational thinking started to prevail, but the
organizersefused any efforts to end the strike. The Roberts continue to create issues
dissention between the striking miners and mine operators. Martha particularly create:
issues to help keep the support of the strikers.

The leaders of the NMU conducted arenpneeting at the Opera House on October 4. T
unauthorized meeting triggered arrests again as the NMU had broken the martial law ¢
The National Guard commander chose to file court martial charges against the strike ¢
R. F. (Bob) Robertwa/as one of the seven. After the arrest, another NMU leader, Herber
Benjamin, came from out of town tried to have a mass meeting. He too was arrested. |
had been traveling around the state to raise support and funds for the strikers so she &
thearrests. Prisoners were held at the National Guard camp at the Ceremonial ground:
article from the Book is relevant, because it has ties to some of the stories that follow.

(10/12/1933l) "NMU STRIKERS MARCH ON MILITARY CAMP AS MASS MEE
SPEAKER ARESTED. Herbert Benjamin of Capital Hunger March Held. Miner:
Defiant. Pickets Trick Guards, Hold Meet After Line Breakup

i The march of 200 strikers on the
Roberts and a group of women and girls singingriigh songs demanding release
Benjamin, representative of the National Unemployed Council and leader of the

hunger march on Washington, D. C. a
military encampment, the cavalry which was accompanthem was reinforced by
foot soldiers and a gas squad. Oof f
Aln the melee that foll owed, a str
Alejandro Corres, one of the arrested leaders, was arrested, but latarseked . ¢
A Strikers were forced to dispe
0Theydébre starving our | eaders. The
AThe shouts referred to a girl, An
trampled by a horse while cavalry wa

speech. o

Roberts, fiery woman strike leader, chargedthe milja 6 under t hr €
the injured girl from a strikeros <c
surgeon. She charged guardsmen would not allow strikers to send her to their c
physician. o

The court martial of Bob Roberts was coothd and he was sentenced to 5 months and 2
days in the state penitentiary on October 16. He was found guilty of obstructing enforc
of martial law. This took him out of the picture. Another arrestee, George Kaplan was
sentenced in a court marti&ldays later. Herbert Benjamin, who was the follow up orgar
that conducted a mass meeting, was sentenced to a one year sentence at the penitent
October 28.
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Martha and five others were arrested again on November 4 as strikers rioted near the
courthouse. She was protesting that husband Bob, Benjamin, and Kaplan had been fr:
Some hando-hand fighting resulted. These arrests took the final outside agitators out «
collective bargaining process in Gallup.

The absence of the outside agitrs finally seemed to take the spark out of the NMU strik
activities, and miners and mine operators entered into serious negotiations. A major i
Army arrived as a mediator for the National Labor Board. The major formulated a set «
terms that wee found to be acceptable to the miners and the mine operators. The acce
terms were agreed on on November 22, 1933, some 85 days after the strike was initiai
Part of the acceptance was that the strike leaders would be released. All ofitteepmdple
were to sign pledges that they would remain away from New Mexico for one year

There was a celebration in the Opera House on NovemBerTis was heralded as a

Avictory jubilee o for the stpraisekitelres .won
auxiliary, which she was the organizer
strike 0 0 S h eForc¢he firdt time,uhe wamenistopped being ladies and becam

fellow workers and comrades.

There were some additional temss between the miners and mine operators on Novemkt
29. Finally, the state had had enough and, on December 1, Martha Roberts and five o
outside leaders left Gallup in military cars. Their destination was not announced. Bob
Roberts was in jail in &ta Fe and was released from there.

It is of interest that Prohibition ended on December 5, 1933, just 4 days after the outsic
strike leaders were evicted. Peter Kitchen announced a boxing card for Friday, Decen
1933 at the Opera House. Thespeal of this unpopular law and new activities in the Op
House probably contributed to Gallup easing the tensions of the long strike. With the
agitators out of the scene, it is thought that the martial law restrictions were eased so (
citizens caild partake in these activities.

Martha Roberts was selected as a key story generator in the Book because in just four
months she had changed Gallup history. She apparently was American born but her
allegiance was to the social revolution asseciavith Communism. She was known as
comely and fiery, most thought the latter. She was energetic and skillful. She was a bt
orator and did not seem to be inhibited by language difficulties with the Hispanics. In f
they seemed to adore heEhe was so engaging that she gained a loyal following of wor
and children. How many people can claim to have had hundreds of school children pr:
their behalf? She was driven by her ideals and was committed to promoting anarchy.
was succedsl in this endeavor for the short period of time that she was in Gallup. Mart
Robertbdés |l egacy was that she |l eft Gal/l
no conscience about this fact.

During the interviews, | heard some stories altbetmartial law period in 1933. Imagine

this, Gallup citizens: could not carry weapons, could not sell firearms, could not interfel
with military authorities, could not violate any property rights, or could not purchase or
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barter any intoxicating liquom addition to denying the right to assemble. Of course
prohibition was in force so the public sale of alcohol was forbidden. Troops had machir
guns at key places. Imagine being under this for some 153 days. Few citizens of the
have ever been bjected to restrictions of this nature, but Gallup had had a period of me
law in 1922 and in 1933.

For reference, A. T. Hannett, in the book Sagebrush Lawyer reported on the strike and
apparent political influence in the martial law period 249 A.T., a democrat, was the
mayor of Gallup at that time and was against establishing martial law. Gregory Page v
merchant and banker. He and a group of Republican friends persuaded the governor
furnish national guard troops for the period @irAto September 1922. A. T. reports of
trying to minimize the physical hardship of the strikers by gathering clothing, food, and
money for the depressed miners and their families. He reports that these activities we
received by the citizens ofaBup and these activities made him a strong candidate for
governor, which he became in 1924. Fr
was relatively free from violence.

Now back to the more dramatic strike of 1933. As an example of hath&Roberts
impacted citizens, Lucille Martinelli, wife of Frank, tells that her Grandmother once hid
Mar t ha in a basement for about an aft
were |l ooking for her. L u c ithitHe stitkars aBd peowidzc
this support to the cause. This was not an unusual situation.

| asked Olga Baird if she remembered anything about the martial law period in 1933. !
and Gene were married that year and had moved to Sawmill, AZ, which oxzes Eib
Defiance. One of Geneds responsibili-
Gallup during the strike and withdrew the payroll money. Gene had to pass by Game
get to Sawmill. The word got out that someone had withdralarga amount of money
and the rumor developed and spread that he might be going to pay the striking miners
This caused great concern and Gene was stopped, searched, and investigated by the
authorities. He was finally released and proceeded to Sawrinish his task.

Long time family friend Dan Christensen had told of an incident during the strike. His s
reminded me of it and | have added to this presentation. Dan was hauling constructior
materials in a government owned truck between Galhgban irrigation project near
Chinlee, Az. One time during the strike period he was coming down the Gamerco hill.
truck had bad brakes and he downshifted to control the speed. The truck was backfirir
he came down the hill. The picket lines drambps were near the bottom of the hill at the
entrance to the mine. Tensions were raised and guns were drawn because the soldiel
thought they heard gun firing. They finally figured out what had happened and Dan we
allowed to return to Gallup.

EW.Md one provided personal recollectic
1933. He remembered the machine gun on the coal shaft at Gamerco. He was talking
few people across from what is now the American Bar and the conversation was broke
by the National Guard because of the -@otigregation provision of the martial law.
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Charles Martenilli was younger than his brother Frank. The family lived on the south si
Azt ec across from the fire st atikeanthetimg
of martial law, there were two machine guns placed on both sides of the doors to the fi
station. These machine guns were directed towards his house. This made a very dist
impression on this young lad. He also remembers the Na@rsdsmen riding around on
their horses.

During the strike, E. W. witnessed an incident where about 75 arrested miners and org
were being marched along Terrace Avenue to the makeshift internment camp at the

Ceremonial Grounds. The prisoners wer@ching two by two. National Guardsmen wer
on horses and occasionally they would have to nudge people along. Some had traine«
that would raise their front legs and push people in the butt to get them to move along.

Tacho Camposwas achilddgin t he minersdé strike of 1
near the makeshift prison at the ceremonial grounds. Colonel Wood challenged the cr
with cannon fire. During this event,
older brother, beingtruck in the head by the hoofs of a horse being ridden by a Nationa
Guardsman. Alejandro was a local leader in strike activities. He was fluent in Spanist
English and often served as an interpreter in miner related problems.

Frank Martineliwasgung but remembered the miner
arrested and was | ocated in the County
south of Aztec Avenue on Second Street. Frank had gone to the San Juan Grocery ar
returninghome. Protesters were gathering in front of the Court House and were demat
the release of Martha Roberts. The crowd was causing quite a ruckus and militiamen
clubbing people. Frank didndét 1| i keinth
front of Stuartdos house. He waited un

Before closing on this topic | want to share some information that | obtained from the
internet. I Googl ed A Mart ha Rlnktert s
hunterbadbear Hunterbear.org. | found an interesting article by Hunter Gray. He refle
political view somewhat in sympathy with the strikers, and he has thoughts that would
make him a good candidate for membership in the Gallup CharhiBememerce.

Excerpts from the article (NEW MEXICO STRUGGLES; AND THE WAR YEARS; SON
MINE MILL AND RELATED HISTORY [HUNTER GRAY/HUNTER BEAR
FEBRUARY 2004). are:

Displeased with the laconic and ineffectual United Mine Workers of America, the
coal minersn the Gallup District voted overwhelmingly for representation by
National Miners Union. The NMU had been formed in 1928 when the Commun
Party, its sponsor, shifted from fAb.
Educational League] to dual unism via the Trade Union Unity League.

The coal miners in the Gallup setting were starting from scratch. The bosses he
wages very substantially and were f
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mining maintenance work] at virtually no pay. Theners wanted all of this fully
rectified and, also, among other demands: sought union recognition, higher wac
substantially improved health and safety conditi@aral an end to racial and ethnic
discrimination.

With the willing and often violent cooperan of the McKinley County sheriff, his
regular deputies and his volunteers, and then the New Mexico State Militia, the
companies began heavy sdadrding. Striking miners and their families and
sympathizers countered with mass meetings and mass pickd&tiegbosses used
al so used 061 e g-apsbvigiarntes, ant Beportationd unto tha remeo
adjoining Navajo Reservation. [The hospitable Navajos always rescued the
deportees.] The bosses and the sheriff et al. also evicted union aativist f
companyowned housing especially cruel and vindictive attacks ... The strike in t
Gallup was finally logd but the seeds of militant, radical unionism were carried b
the strike veterans way far over the Southwest. Coal mining declined at Gallup.
town, ever more a citadel of bigotry, came to survive via Highway 66 and then tl
Interstate.

A reservation border town [Navajo and Zuni especially] Gallup also exploited In
and then kicked them out. My father always refused to stop in Gallupyftir in
the old day8 got gasoline well before we got there from any direction. In time,
Gallup sort of improved.

RIOT OF 1935

The riot of 1935 was a major event in the history of Gallup. It has some ties to the stril
1933. To illustrate thishe 1933 strike ending terms are reviewed. The final terms wer

1. AAll strikers wildl be provided w
once hire about a hundred of the men now on strike.

2. Through the good offices of Governor Hockenhull, it is psaggl that all the
rest of the strikers, about one hundred and sixty, will be given jobs as rapidly as
possible on new public works projects, which will be started in the near future in

near Gallup.

3. There shall be no discrimination against strikers aadpenalties for strike
activity.

4, The strikers who will be rehired at the mine will not be required to take a
medical examination.

5. All of the strikers who are not hired now, will be placed on a waiting list a

no outsiders, except mechanics, electriciamsl similar skilled men are to be hired
until the strikers are given jobs.

6. Complete wage schedules will be posted at each mine.

7. All company men will share their work equally.

8. Other conditions regarding wages of checkweighman and checking of sc
9. The present tenants of company houses, who no longer work for the com

and are threatened with eviction, will be allowed a reasonable time to find other
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guarters. o

Martha and the other agitators were gone, but tensions continued because there was ¢

serousunempl oyment . Dedicated Communi sts
much more prominent. In March of 1934, unemployed miners from the NMU, under th
sponsorship of the National Mi ner s6 Un
wasb become a political rally. Note the

addition of unemployed. The marchers carried placards emphasizing the Communist |
and there were two major demands: (1) hot lunches for children of unemployed miners
(2) an unemployed insurance bill. They were supporting candidates Esquire Navarro ¢
Alejandro Correa for election to city council positions. They were defeated in the elect

In November of 1934, there were tensions regarding an evictions casgorSenF. Vogel
had purchased some property in the Chihuahuita section from the Gallup American Cc
Company. You might make note that Senator, C. F. Vogel, who was also on the city ¢
at one time, was involved with the vice activities associatéul the gambling raids in
February of 1934. He was accused of helping to halt prosecution of prostitutes and wa
to show cause why he should not be removed from office. He was still a senator in 1¢

Note this change in ownership action relateigm 9 of the strike resolution. By selling th
property, the coal company transferred the ownership to the private sector and hence
released from responsibility for the tenants. The new owner was imposing conditions 1
were not well received. Thwas still the depression and times were still hard. He wantt
the tenants to pay rent on the land or purchase the property on payments. If the tenan
refused this he was to be evicted. Obviously this turn of events was not well received f
the unempyed miners.

Some tenants refused to be evicted. Jesus Medosa was one of about 20 residents whe
together and refused to buy the land on which their houses were located. The Novem|
1934 newspaper article in the Book stateB:Resi denhse section 0
while it was owned by the Gallup American Coal company. Eightyv e 6 s qu at
buying the ground on small monthly partial payments. When Medoza was shown to ha
refused to buy or pay rent, the court ordered himiec t ed . 0

The eviction tensions continued and, in April 3, 1935, Victor Campos, Esquiro Navarro
former NAU strike leader, and Jennie Lovato had been charged and arrested for break
entering a house in Chihuahuita and replacing belongings that haddmeeved during an

eviction process. The house was owned by Senator C. F. Vogel. There was a meetin
largely unemployed miners at the Spanish American Hall. The meeting was made up
of those who had participated in the NMU strike two yeariex. They sought create mob
action to free the two men and a woman charged with breaking and entering in Chihua

The first article appeared the next day and it was the first report of the Gallup riot of 19

(4/4/19351) CARMICHAEL AND 1 KILLEDUNEMPLOYED RIOT. Wilson,
Boggess Injured; Mob Frees Two Prisondfts.
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ASheri ff Carmi chael was the first
head by either Velarde or Solomon L. Esquibel, 37, Old Mexico miner, who led
mob of between20®nd 300 Communi sts and symp

ASever al of the unemployed were sa
hit Edi son L. (Bobcat) Wil son; , 27,

AHoy Boggess, 41, anot heerd dweiptuht yan
AOf ficers bullets dropped Doroteo
West Logan avenue; Pete Moreno, 45, Southwestern mine; and Mrs. Solidad S
23 housewife, who was passing on he

AThe mob sought to free two men an
entering a house is Chihuahuita Monday night when a group of 50 including ma
todayodos riot replaced belongings in
by State Senaor C. F. Vogel . o

ASenator Vogel was endorsed as the
Campos, who was evicted for apayment or rent from property at 5171/2 West
mesa Monday, Esqurio Navarro, for me

"The National Miners Union, to which many of those affected belonged, the
International Labor Defense and the Communist part and its Unemployed union
resisted attempts by the court to evict those who refused to pay rent on the lanc
purchase it orpayments.”

There were numerous investigations and legal actions following the killings. Details of
follow-up to the killings and legal processes can best be read in the excellent book by
Stuart, The Gallup 14. What is presented here are statefmem people who were close t
t he participants. Il n particular, Tach:
in newspapers.

Tacho is the son of Victor Campos, who had been charged for breaking and entering
in Chihuahuita and repting belongings that had been removed during an eviction proce
On April 4, 1935, Victor had been handcuffed to Sheriff Carmichael when he and two ¢
were being moved from the courthouse to the jail. Victor Campos, Esiquio ( correct spe
not Esqiro) Navarro, and Jennie Lovato had been arrested for breaking and entering
once occupied by Victor and his family. Out of work sympathizers to the arrest protest
legal actions and after a skirmish, the sheriff and a protester were skedtillesr and others
wounded. Victor was handcuffed to the sheriff as he fell and suffered through the trau
his death on a very personal basis. He remained in custody through the riot. Victor wi
taken to Santa Fe for post riot hearings and themmed to Gallup. Victor continued
working in the mines when he could get work.

Tacho remembers one incident with Esig
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these days we are going to march to Wa
seethe influence of the Communist organizers on Esiquio.

Tachoos father I mmi grated from Ol d Me
he worked on the railroad. He was born around 1890 and possibly came to the U. S. ¢
refugee from the MexicaRevolution that occurred during the 191920 period.

In Valmont, he worked under conditions where sometimes the snow was three feet de«
decided that there must be a better way to make a living. He heard that he could work
coal mines near &lup and that we would be sheltered from the extremes of the weathe
asked Tacho what Victor did during the mining strikes of 1917 and 1922. In 1917 he w
Sawyer, NM, near McGaffey, and worked in a lumber mill. In 1922, he migrated to
Pennsylvaia and worked in coal mines there. Tacho said that his father spoke no Eng
and, while he was in Pennsylvania, he had serious communication problems. He coul
communicate with the Italian workers in a rudimentary fashion.

Victor returned to @llup after the strike and worked in the Allison mine. He was releas
from the Allison mine in 1927 and went to work at the Southwestern Mine. He retired :
years later from the same mine and lived to the age of 95. It is interesting to note that
Southwestern Mine was the first mine to reach an agreement with NMU strikers, which
occurred on September 26, 1933. It was stated that the agreement was not recognitior
NMU, but a recognition of the miners committee. Obviously this strike settleamton
was not well received by the NMU organizers as was explained earlier.

After the troubles in the 1930s, personnel from the Immigration and Naturalization Sen
came to the Campos house and tried to return Victor to Old Mexico. Victor showed
sufficient documentation to turn the officer away. Tacho spoke of some writers in new:
and other articles referring to his father as an illegal immigrant, and he was sensitive tc
inaccuracy. As far as Tacho was concerned, Victor was here legatlyo Tnentioned that ¢
relative found that Spanish speaking persons living in New Mexico in 1912, when it be:
the 47" state, were automatically granted citizenship. He still was pursuing this injustic
his family when | talked to him in 2003.

Tachomentioned two issues that impacted the Hispanic miners. One was who could be
to a union and who could not. According to the National Labor Boardgitiaans could
not belong to unions. Citizenship was not a problem with the National Miners Urdon at
that was one of the problems in the acceptance of this organization as a bargaining un
There was a second issue. That was belonging to a political party that appeared as a
This issue was directed at the narrow difference between the NMU BndMlembers of the
NMU were issued red cards. | am sure the color had something to do with the Commt
affiliation of the NMU. These cards apparently made them members of the Internation
Labor Defense (ILD), or the United Front, as it was often dallEhe ILD was recognized a
a political party.

Tacho told of an i nc ifahemn There wag @ rheetinghdgrinditie:
strike and the Mexican national strikers were waving red cards. This relative, Jose Ma
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warned the minerdat they could not belong to a political party and retain their status in
union activities. He said that it was wrong for Mexican nationals to get involved in politi
activities. He was booed off the stage at the Opera House. The women taunted tiih
him that he should trade his pants for skirts. The Immigration and Naturalization Servi
| ater raided the minersodo records to fi
Mexican nationals who were members of NMU were deported.

Lawrenceand Lena still live on the edge of Chihuahuita and told of some of the experie
ther e. Lawrencebds family moved into a
were deported in 1933 for joining the Communist party. This situation ties tedtoard
story that Tacho Campos told.

Lawrence told of the living conditions in Chihuahuita during those years. This story gi
interesting insight into the horrible living conditions that residents of thieatmunity
were subjected to. Just imag, they were so desperate that they were willing to be arre:
to preserve access to property that had relatively primitive conveniences.

As a young |l ad, one of Lawrencef6s resp:
brother would go 2 miles tihhe coal dump of one of the mines and gather coal chunks. -
would sack them and carry them back to their home. They did this throughout the yea
There was a single free water supply for the town. People would go to the pump, fill th
buckets, ad return home. Theyusedeuto uses as t hey didnot
used oil lamps with wicks for lighting.

A drain from the mine ran through the area and water was used to make adobe bricks.
there were heavy rains the creek wouldaiil often flood a mine shaft. People kept anirr
stock in Chihuahuita and when they died, the kids would get fresh meat for their familie
Mules were used in the mines and sometimes the kids would get meat from them whe|
were killed. Many of th@eople obtained lambs from the surrounding Indians. The

residents would ferment AChocoo from w

Finally, on another note related to Gallup history, Lawrence remembers distributing
newspapers asayoungstert was a real treat to deldi
eveningo residing above the Rex Hot el

THE OWNERSHIP TRANSITION YEARS: 1940 -1946

Peter Kitchen deeded the Opera House property to daughter BwarCan January 9, 194(
with a quitclaim deed for $1.00. Eva put the property up for sale on June 26, 1942.
Apparently there was concern about clear title to the property because she filed a Lis F
suit on July 18, 1942. The suit would clear uptttie to notify prospective purchasers and
prospective mortgagers that any interest acquired by them in the property in litigation v
be subject to the decision of the court. Eva had to file the suit against her siblings, her
her husband, anessentially everyone else who was involved in the property for the pas
years. There were no challenges and Eva was awarded the property on September 2.
Tony and Raymond Kauzlaric gained title to Brepertytwo days later on September 24,
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1942 for what appears to be $15,500. This ended nearly 50 years of association of the
Kitchen family with theProperty. The record shows that Tony and his wife Zora essentie
gave the property to Raymond and Mary Ann Kauzlaric in July of 1945.

Advertisaments for the Dance Hall indicate usage and ownership of the Opera House ¢
this transition period in 1942. The first advertisement of the Big Dance appeared on M
1942 and refers to the Opera House in a normal way. An advertisement in Adipegema
completely remodeled hall. This would have occurred while Eva was the owner. Itis e
that something had occurred during the processing of the Lis Pendens suit. The third
in August defines the New Opera House and this clearlyesig that improvement efforts

were underway. For the next year or so, both the use of the terms Opera House and !
Opera House were used in advertisements for activities that were mostly dances.

Bill Richardson had a nearby store during this time @nadided first hand information
about some of the happenings. He reported that there were frequent Hispanic weddin
receptions held at the Opera House. Many times the dances would last late into the ni
there would be fist fights. Often the figins would fight down the stairs, continue it in the
street, and finish in the grass across the street. What was interesting was that the rect
were held on Saturday night and somehow they would get the place cleaned up so ths
Baptist Church, whie he belonged, could have services in the hall on Sunday morning.
Opera House was a temporary location for their services as the congregation grew wh
built a permanent church. Sometimes the strangest arrangements are made out of ne
Again this is an example of the melting pot in operation.

Mary Ann Kauzlaric told a story about cultural continuity in the Hispanic community. S
was a waitress at the Opera House during their ownership years. She worked in the n
at the Opera Hase and was the waitress for the Hispanic weddings. There were many
beautiful weddings with elaborate decorations and-kiggrgy activities. She loved the
traditional grand march. She would serve drinks to the attendees from the bar downst:
askel i f she catered anything from the ki
wedding party took care of that and the kitchen was there if needed.

THE POST-WAR YEARS: 1946-

Olin Claude and Annie A. Walker bought tReopertyin January of 1946 andaippears that
they paid $20,000 for it. This note was first financed by Charles H. Kelsey of Zuni and
apparently was later refinanced in 1952 by the First State Bank.

It is apparent that Claude and Annie Walker leased out the bar and café duringytieazar
of ownership. The hall was used on occasion. The main business interests were the |
café. Claude was a trader at Two Wells south of Gallup and lived there until 1953. Ir
1953, Annie Walker filed for divorce and this was granted on 18n&953. Claude was

deeded the Opera Housepertyand he proceeded to live in the upper story afterwards.
The Opera House property was owned by Claude Walker or his estate from 1953 to 1¢

Claude Walker passed away on November 26, 1964. He cadlapshe Opera House and
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| ater died in St. Maryo6s Hospital. Ar
death in the kitchen part of the Opera House. He was born on Jan 24, 1899 in Oklahc
His obituary mentioned that he had one daughtdroare son. The obituary listed his homt
as 218 W. 66 Ave, which was the Opera House. The years1B&@were devoted to
settling the estate.

Bill Richardson was around during the era of Claude Walker. Bill mentioned that Clauc
was an educated man.elnew the bible and could recite verses. He had a brother that
a Baptist preacher. He had another brother that was a very successful salesman. But
had a drinking problem, and this was well known to those who knew him. He was arre
for same of his activities growing out of his drinking.

Claude was a personality. There are some fiestd stories about Claude living upstairs at
the Opera House. He would sometimes get drunk and holler out the window at passin¢
pedestrians. |remembersthis a youngster as | woul d
store. Bill told how Claude would see a cigarette vender and he would lower a bucket
rope with money in it in exchange for cigarettes. Claude had a brother who was also &
drinker. The stoy goes that the two were drinking in the upstairs and somehow the bro
fell out the top story window. He was
the partying that Claude did. Sometimes during the day he would hear the piano being
played and the shouts and noises associated with a party being underway.

Claudeds had significant personal prob
to it. In February of that year he was arrested for shooting a man twice in the mouth
(2/23/1%3-1 ) The shooting came as the climax to an afternoon of drinking and reminis
by old friends. When the men were found, about two miles out on the road to Gallup, \
was trying to bring Powell in to the hospital. According to State Policemahi8stings,
both men had been drinking heavily and
run off the roadfi On Feb 26, 1953 Wal ker was ct
The charges were dropped in March when Mr. Powell failed tifytes the hearing.

Bill Richardson discussed the incident from his perspective. The Sheriff was going ou
Twin Wells to arrest him for a shooting. He was arrested in 1953 for shooting a drinkir
buddy during a binge. The story goes that autiepheriff went to the locked gate to open
Claude shot in the direction of the sheriff and this discouraged him from further legal
processing. Claude was later arrested and held in jail until the drinking buddy dismisst
charges.

Arnold Hudg®ns and Bill Richardson both told of an incident involving a death at the C
House. Inthe 1950s, an Indian girl was found dead at the bottom of the stairs. Blood
oozing out the door on to the sidewalk. Arnold was working at the store thatdlagarihe
blood. He made the call to the police and watched as the body was removed. An
investigation was initiated and the death was ruled as an accidental fall. No arrests we
made. Bill noted that Claude spent a lot of time in Farmington in thefoleawing the
death.
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Nick Malzon helped document the dancing activities of the Hispanics at the Opera Hot
the post war years. He attended many dances there and was later involved in promoti
dances at the Spanish American Hall. He explainedhkadpanish American Hall, called
Salita, was also known as the hall for the Lincoln Lodge of Alianza Hispano Americane
(AHA). The AHA had its roots in the Opera House before the Salita was built in the 19
He pointed out that generally the dances vessociated with the respective ethnic groups
Hispanics or notHispanics might rent the hall, but the majority of the dances were for
Hispanics.

Nick described the dance patterns associated with the Hispanic population in the 1940
Many times Hispanidances were announced by musicians riding around in the back of
pickup truck. There would be singing and guitar play and signs announcing the upcorn
dance. This was done this way rather than advertising in the newspaper. People wo
come to thelance by gender. The boys and men would come together and would gath
stand near the North end of the hall. Girls would come in groups and would sit on ben
on both sides of the hall. Couples did not go to the dances in those days. He cortimagl
both the males and females were well dressed.

Financing a dance was interesting. Nick explained that the hall would be rented for a
nominal amount. The Salita often charged $5.00, but he was not sure what the charge
the Opera House were. Toechestra would play a tune and then take a break. Persons
sponsoring the dance would come to each of the male dancers and collect from 5c to :
each. The next tune would be played and the collection pattern repeated. At the end
dance the orgazers would pay the orchestra, hall rental charges, and would have the r
their organization.

| asked Nick about the presence of liquor at the dances during this period. He explaine
liquor was not allowed in the dance hall. If persons werkithg, they were thrown out.
Liquor was available in the bar downstairs but drinking was restricted to that area.

Lawrence and Lena Esparza Talamante were married in Gallup in 1948, and they had
wedding reception at the Opera House. The Opersselwas popular for such events as i
was the biggest hall in town. This was a big reception as there were a double row of ¢
all around the upstairs hall. Guests threw silver coins at the newlyweds as they dancec
early evening. The couplefteon their honeymoon the next day at about 7:30 am and the
noticed that the dance was still going on.

| asked how the orchestra could do something like that and they explained that the spc
of the dance paid for a specific period of time. If theadas were still wanting to dance an
the orchestra was willing, the orchestra would play a number and pass the hat afterwa
This would continue as long as all were willing. Obviously the participants at their rece
had a good time. What a deltfiii story illustrating a cultural custom.

Tacho Campos told of a minersé meeting

except Mentmore were closed at the time. The miners gathered at the Opera House L
they coul dndét g eworkatehe Blentsnare rngine.s Hiepsaidlthie badl wals
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full. The miners were quite frustrated and one, who was Hispanic, spoke up and very
emotionally complained that they didno
other necessary suppliesliners had to furnish their own shovels. The mine representa
at the meeting was of Italian descent and always spoke with his hands. He responded
frustrated tone with grand gestures wi:/
gotta,youno gi vea. 0 He did it in such a
the miners. This statement broke the tension and the meeting adjourned without rancc
resolution to the problem.

THE CAFE

The café has been free from controversyr@period of 114 years. It has been free from
serious fire over this period. This alone is an amazing feat. Persons of Japanese heri
owned or operated the café for nearly 80 years. The Book reports that Coffee Jack stz
café in 1895. Joe Ml was a prominent owner in the 1903 time period. The restaurant

was being run by Roy Shi bot a Forasqdace weahob ¢
good cup of coffee go to the Opera House Restaurant. Pies like mother makes. Best p
townb eat | unch. Open every night wuntil

George Taira purchased the Opera House Restaurant in 1920 from George Kimura foi
$400.00 George Taira renamed the restaurant the Eagle Café. The purchase of the E
Café by George Taira from Grge Kimura is documented in the Yoshida family history ir
possession of Alice (Kimura) Hirose. George Taira sold the Eagle Café to Manroku
Tatsukawa in 1945, Kay Taira, George
Tairaods p aifetCafeand, ater sevenakyedesa@gorge Taira bought his partni
and Henry Kimura opened the New Palace Café on the next block west on 66 Avenue.

Kay shared some of her familyds exper.
the Japanese intanent discussions got underway, Glen Emmons of the First State Ban
took her father, George Taira, aside and told him that he would make sure that he had
for his family and fellow Japanese friends. None of the Japanese living in Gallup had
become dizens before the war. At the time that the internment camps were forming, a
for Japaneséliens had been frozen. George continued to operate the Eagle Café and
prepared lunches for workers who were building the Wingate Ordnance Deput fdr $.
Army.

She gave an example of how this financial arrangement worked. It was a Japanese ct
gather the children together on Saturday mornings and teach them the Japanese langi
related customs. After the internment pressures surfabedglated that the person
responsible for this educational program was caught burning Japanese documents ant
suspected of treasonous behavior. He was removed from his family and placed in the
internment camp in Santa Fe. George Taira used higctions with Glen to get funds to
help the family survive this difficult
assimilation that occurred under difficult times in Gallup.

| had written about the raid on aliens by the FBI and she prowwdethteresting pieces of
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information. The first was that Gl en
as he was a solid citizen. His house was not raided. In my research on this topic | wo
if non-citizens from either Italy or Germgwere raided. Kay told me that a Roitizen

from Italy, who lived nearby, was raided. After the war he operated a candy shop acro
from the court house, and | was a fregq

The Tairaso6 had eadbhewar.t Timeeldér Taras ovdrd netmiszena dni
such could not own property. George Sr. wanted to buy a home on Green Avenue anc
only way to do it was to put it in the name of his son George, who was born in the US.
property remains to thiday in the name of George Jr. Kay was older than George Jr,.
was a Japanese custom to place property in the name of the oldest male.

THE BAR

The bar had a reasonably good record considering the nature of its operations if you u
newspaperréicles as the source. It was opened in 1895 and closed in 1968; it had ope¢
as a bar for 73 years.

First | need to establish a base of reference for the activities. The bar started as a fanc
saloon. The following was taken from the Book to shaw the bar and facility it got
started.

(7/25/1895G) ATHE NEW PAVILION One of the Finest Resorts in the Coal
Metropolis.

AThe Pavilion Saloon, one of the v
its new and elegant bar and in its wajppointed quarters.

i on t"tofdastDecember the Pavilion, a pioneer frame building was burns
to the ground, and from its ashes a magnificents$teoy brick building has risen,
aided by the right kind of push and spirit of enterprise. This sthtelgling is
constructed of Winslow brick, supports a truss roof put on by West & Kenney, a
covered with an Al grade of steel roofing, put on by D. Mayer. The size of the
building is 45.9 by 100. The first floor contains two rooms, a center wadliijyit.
One of these rooms has been artistically finished. It is ceiled with handsomely
designed paneled steel ceiling, said to be much superior in design to the one in
Zeiger in Albuquerque. In the center of each of the five panels is a rasedri
figure from which is suspended a quadrupled chandelier of latest patent. This
handsome ceiling was put on by D. M
needless to say that the work is neatly done and speaks well for Mr. Mayer and
first-class advertisement for its manufacturer. The walls are hard finished. The
was put in by Mr. Eaton, a first cl

A The bar is an fAAl hambr &dlendeaCoeof by

Chicago and was put in place by Mr. Stohl, wdame from Denver for that purpose
The back bar is made in two large arches, each having a center mirror about 5 :
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feet, the length of the bar being 24 feet and its height is 13 feet. The front bar is
feet long and is a handsome and solid piedeiwiiture. Between the front entrance
and the bar is a pretty screen to match the antique oak bar; it reaches from wall
wall and has fipusho door s. A liquo
same style and finish as the bar may be seen iftahedepartment, while at the
other end of the bar stands a mammoth ice chest and Milwaukee amber cooler,
the back end of the room there are four 8 x 8 wine rooms, fitted out with center
and chairs to match the furniture of the room. The s@oting and other interior
woodwork also matches the bar. The artistic painting on the ceiling and grainin
wor k was done by Hall & Daniels, | a

Patrick Kennedy sold his interests in the bar and facility to Peter Kitchen in 1901. The
was a coal minersé6 strike in 1900 and
meetings. It is postulated that this function brought in the working class clientele and
this group was not as interested in the aesthetics that Patrick proVidii$ postulation is
true, then the saloon became more of a bar and the activities changed.

Guido Zecca had an influence on the bar in 1939 that made the newspaper. The follo
taken from the Book. It is seen that both the bar and hall weredsdaab

(10/3/19391 ) GUO ZECCA HAS LEASD OPERA BAR Guido Zecca, operator
of the American Bar and Cocktail Lounge, announced today he has leased the !
Bar and Opera House auditorium, and has started remodeling them.

Zecca said he would have @iinal opening later this week, the dispensary to be
known in the future as the New Opera Bar, and the upstairs to be devoted to atl
and social events.

Il n the same connecti on, Zecca said
also,celebra i ng the successful yeardés bus
AfAAN announcement adverti sement i n

ot her dédopeningd attractions. 0

Now | will try to provide some insights as to the functions of the bar througyetirs. A
lot of things happened in the bar and some of them involved guns. A. T. Hannet in hi
book, Sagebrush Lawyer, tells of a dramatic experience in the bar in 1911.

Kitchends Opera House and Bar, comm
usuall the center of social activity. The festivities opened about 8:00 P.M., with
prize fight, usually three matches, and these were quite often first class bouts. °
came from San Francisco, Denver, El Paso, and Kansas City. The ring was sel
the center of the dance hall which was upstairs over the bar, and after the bouts
ring was removed and dancing commenced. The bar did a rushing business de
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the fact that there were twentyie other bars in town in 1911, all equally prosperc

| had been in Gallup but a few weeks when | attended one of these festive occa
and after the prize fight | went down to the bar to order a drink. While enjoying 1
drink a short foreigner came in with a sawstishotgun and shot the head off a me
standing near me. The man collapsed like an empty sack, and blood and brains
in every direction. | vomited! | am no hero when it comes to murder and for we
after the incident the sound of a gunshot gave me a slight touch of nausea.

It is known thathere are bullet holes in the ceiling even today. Tom Gasparich bought
piano from the bar and it has two bullet holes in it.

Kay Taira told of her days when she was getting ready for college. She worked at the
shift at Eagle Café from 8 pm 8&am. On one of the nights, the operator of the bar at th
Opera House Bar shot someone. She said that as far as she remembered he was not
for the incident. Needless to say this incident left a permanent impression on this your
lady.

Obviouslythe bar had a number of violent transgressions that were not highlighted in
newspaper articles. The bar had a bad reputation for much of its period of operations.
difficulties with the bar operations were enhanced with bootlegging activities.

Bootlegging to Indians was a temptation for 58 of these years. Operators were rarely
involved in legal actions . Generally, bootlegging transgressions were handled informe
the police department and high profile articles were not found in the newspaperbar
was eventually closed in 1968 in a city cleanup effort designed to reduce alcohol exce:
the downtown area

Charles Martinelli provided some interesting thoughts and observations regarding
bootlegging. He pointed out that the legal environnaeming the prohibition period causec
problems with the Indians. They had to drink the alcohol fast to avoid being caught witl
bottle in possession. From a law enforcement standpoint, Indians could carry alcohol |
stomachs, but not in bottles. tifey were caught with bottles, the bottles could be traced
their distribution sources much easier. Bootleggers encouraged them to drink fast and
of the bottles so that they would not be incriminated. This caused the Indians to get drt
fasterand probably enhanced their potential to become dependent on alcohol. Drinkin
the sly was hurried and did not allow Indians to moderate their consumption, or perhag
enjoy it. From a business perspective, Charles noticed that often the beotlegdd
receive money from an Indian for two bottles and usually would only deliver one to the
Indian.

Mary Ann was the wife of Raymond Kauzlaric and the daugihtéaw of Tony and Zorro
Kauzlaric, who were the owners of the Opera House from-194%. Mary Ann related
that the Slavist community drifted away from the Opera House and concentrated their
activities in Slavish lodges. One was the Catholic Croatian Union (CCU), which Raym:
and her were very active. The other lodge was the Croatiagrfaatynion (CFU), which
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was also called the Strugglers.

Mary Ann Kauzlaric worked in the bar during the 19#2timeframe and related an
experience during the war that moved her to anger. Some patrons came into the bar &
a while asked if thervas a good place to eat. She encouraged them to go next door to
Eagle Café. The people went next door and found that it was being run by persons of
Japanese heritage, the Tairas. Apparently the patrons were offended by this and bece
with theTairas. They insulted them and returned to the bar. She had become aware ¢
incident and told them to leave the bar. They continued to be indignant as they left. S
never regretted throwing them out because the Tairas were respected citizelhgiata
she didnoét want them to be treated wit

| asked her about the troop trains during the war. Did the troops come to the bar durin
train stops in Gallup? That was a special occasion as local citizens, including the
Zimmerman famy, would often go to the Harvey House and mingle with the troops. St
said that some would come to the bar to have a quick drink, often they would have onl
minutes. She had one absolutely definite rule for men in uniform. She would serve th
drink irregardless of race, creed or color. She knew that serving to Indians was agains
law, but she told the local authorities that she would serve any Indian that came into th
in uniform. Apparently the local authorities did not try to enfohse law during the war
years.

During the 1940s, Bill Richardson witnessed the bootlegging practices. One of the ope
of the Opera House lived in the upstairs quarters. This apparently was not Claude. Th
person was an elderly man that had tablersis. He would put on a hat and coat and sit i
chair in front of the Opera House. He would sit there on the street while he was waitin
customers. He held bottles of whiskey under his coat and would sell them to Indians.
day he complainethat he was arrested for bootlegging three times. Each time he paid
$300 fine and was released. He received no other punishment. He figured that fines
part of the operating expenses for his business. That day was one where his expense
high. Obviously this story points out the weakness of a fine based system as a deterre
bootlegging.

When Indian drinking Prohibition was lifted in 1953, Bill related that drinking really pick
up. Indians would be standing in line waiting to get t® Opera House bar. There woulc
be so much congestion that traffic was slowed. There were frequent fights. He bough
property over on Maloney Avenue. If the drinking and fighting did not diminish, he was
going to move his business over there. ndeer did move his business, but he still owns t
property on Maloney.

As an example of this excess, Arnold Hudgeons and his family and my folks were men
of the First Methodist Church. In the 1950s, the Reverend George Ditterline would ma
rouds of front street on Saturday mornit
the debauchery that he saw. One Saturday, he reported that there were 12 fights on |
Avenue between the store and Third Street.
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| did witness some bootlegging out betOpera House Bar in the late 1940s, It was done
primarily at the back door that opened to the alley. | would see it as | was taking things
garbage cans. Also, bootleggers would go into the bar to purchase liquor for resale to
who were sanding, sometimes sitting, nearby on the street or in the alley.

Saturdays were particularly bad. | love to tell the story how my mother would sometim
park her car in front of the bar on Saturday afternoon and sit there with a camera visibl
would just sit there and wave it whenever she saw anything suspicious. This served a:
deterrent to bootlegging and this seemed to keep that part of the street free from drunk
bootleggers.

MISCELLANEOUS

Frank Martenilli told of a story that he hearslayoungster. It seems that Peter Kitchen
came to the U.S. as a teenager with another person. This person told Peter to wait wk
were at Ellis Island. Peter waited for a couple of days and the person did not return. F
mysteriously went westard and somehow ended up in Gallup. It was thought that Pete
changed his Polish name at Ellis Island and family members are trying to find the origii
spelling.

Peter Kitchen has almost become legendary. Peter Kitchen lived at the corner of Azte
Avenue and Third Street. Tom Gasparich
Tamarack tree in front. It was used to hang a cattle rustler in the early days. This is al
untold story that | have no other information on.

The Peter Kitchenpropert | at er became Ritchieds Mor
Wells Fargo Bank. Lucille Martenilli told of a situation that exists to this day (2003) on
original Peter Kitchen property. She worked at the Wells Fargo Bank at that location.
after they moved into the bank, four persons were working late on the second floor. Lu
was one of them. They heard footsteps coming up the steps, but nobody appeared. S
that she went down the steps and could not find anyone. This casba falgroup as the)
knew that they had heard footsteps.

The mystery continues. In about 2002, one employee from the bank saw a person star
a hallway and then he suddenly disappeared. Lucille showed a picture of Peter Kitche
thispersonandak ed him i f he | ooked | ike that.
we have a situation of the AGhost of P

Bank in Gallup.

Nardine Chiaramonte shared some stories about early life in Gallupetatoo interesting
not to repeat.

Nardine talked a little about his family and the mining business. His father, Jim, ownec
Chiaramonte mine, which was located at the North end of third street. The mine was k
as a A wagon misnel.iok e Smasl |d aodp ecroautlodr mi n
try to sell it outside of the county. The Gamerco and Allison mines had control over
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distribution outside of the county. He remembers that his dad paid about $0.40/ton to
Gamerco to operate the g@n mine. Coal could be delivered from $2.85 to $10.00/ton s
there was room for profit even with the Gamerco charge.

Nardine remembered C. N. Cotton. A bunch of kids, say 1®in number, would go to the
Saturday Night Matinee at the Strand Theatdr. Cotton would by tickets for the kids. He
thinks the charge was $0.10/kid.

In the 1930s the Chiaramote mine was sponsoring the Chiaramonte Miners baseball te
Nardine was the manager and player. He rented the Opera House for a money maker
uniforms, and this promotion was successful.

As a kid, Nardine remembers an old eikey bowling alley. He would hand set the pins f
$0. 05 a frame. They didnét have the m
pins over crosses or numberstbe alley. He said that he had some discretion in the

placement of the pins. Sometimes, out of orneriness, he would place the pins so bowle
didndot get the benefit of a fair chanc

Wine is a staple in an 1tal i ayn Hdrammbdened
that his dad usually made about 50 gal of wine a year. He used Zinfidel grapes. Narc
mentioned that sometimes one of the bottles would get liberated and he and his friend:
get some benefit on a Saturday night.

Arnold Hudgeons&nd Bill Richardson had some more stories about Claude Walker. Clz
was frequently seen carrying a 38 caliber weapon in his pants. Bill remembers that on
he was chasing some Hispanics out of the Opera House with his gun drawn. The Hisf
moved faster than Claude and got away.

When Arnold became an employee for my dad in 1953, he soon found that my dad did
like Claude Walker. | have already related some of the stories about Claude in 1953 s
was a known persattity. Claude would come in, usually wearing a 38 caliber gun, and

purchased some small items through Arnold on credit. Dad chastised Arnold for this a
because dad thought that Claude was a credit risk. Arnold said that Claude came in a
end d the month and paid it off. Claude later charged items and always paid them off.

Another story emerged that was a surprise to me. | had obtained a photograph of the
House Building for the Book. Bill Richardson pointed to the picture and told sbery. He
said that the vehicles in front of the Opera House probably were Taxis. Inthose days,
person operated a taxi company in front of the Opera House. He had a telephone at tl
entrance to the hall and would sit in his Taxi and wait for la dalenty-four hour service
was provided. He thought that the taxis were either Buicks or Cadillacs. A ride could
purchased for about 50c.
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Figure 4 Opera House in 1920s

i ATNOZP " -ne .,

SUMMARY OF STORIES

This document presents stories from eighteen indalgdlwho wished to further the historici
accountings related to the presence of
facility is still partially functional after 114 years. The bar on the first floor is now part o
Zi mmer manos cajé orGloedirdt $loor is still m operation as the Eagle Caf
The hall on the second story was taken out of circulation in 1953 when it became the
the owner.

Eighteen people from Gallup with diverse backgrounds and interests provided sbori
expand and explain many of the happenings that occurred with reference to the Opera
facility. There are a plethora of untold stories that | did not get. | hope that | have colle
sufficient number to provide that added dimension thaeeded to document and enrich tf
history of Gallup as influenced by the presence of this facility.

The hall provided a variety of functions over its 58 years of operation. Consider that th
was the major meeting, entertainment, and performindaigy in Gallup for its first 15
years. Around 1910 it became more of a sports facility, dance hall, and meeting facilit
the working class: miners and railroad men. Inthe 1920s and 1930s it was the major t
and wrestling facility in GallupWorld class boxers and wrestlers performed there. In 1¢
it was the home of the Communist inspi
collective bargaining for miners during the depression. The activities of the NMU led tc
day strike and a 153 day period of martial law.

Dances were the most frequent activities in the hall. In the 1910s, the dances could be

46



balls where there were decorations were elegant and attire formal. In 1910s through tl
1940s, dances followed politicaneetings and sporting events in many cases. Dances w
also scheduled as benefits for groups as diverse as churches and baseball teams. We
receptions were held there and dances followed. The hall served as the home for Hisy
and Slavic cultual events until each group built their own facilities. The stories providec
enlightening details as to how many of these events were organized, financed, and col

The dances provided the major focus for the melting pot assimilation that occu@adup.
On a Saturday night there could have been a fight and/or dance and this could be follo
a church service the next morning. There were fights between ethnic groups and
reconsolidations the next week in the mines. Certainly there were mylilat stories
demonstrated how melting pot issues were resolved.

Boxing was a major feature from 191040. Stories were told about ethnic mixing and
sometimes fights developed after the scheduled matches. Kids were even fighting in t
Opera House. fe boxing activities motivated kids to fight on the street to earn a little
money.

The hall was used as a home for miners meetings from 1900 into the 1930s. Major co
miner strikes of 1900, 1917, 1922, and 1933 had their origins in the Opera Houdatterh:
strike was the most significant as it led to martial law being declared in Gallup. Stories
provided to document events associated with the implementation of martial law. The
presence of machine guns and cannons were described. Storiesldvasehiow horses wer
used for crowd control.  Stories were provided to document some of the living conditic
the unemployed miners in Chihuahuita and of their eviction problems after the strike.
Tensions ran high and a riot resulting in the kglf a sheriff and wounding of others
resulted. Clearly these were trying conditions for the citizens of Gallup.

Stories brought out how the design of the upper floor facility had problems. The roof tr
which only had a minor failure after 109 yeakpwed a design deficiency. The problem

correctable. Another feature of the facility, which could hold hundreds of people in the
was the fact that it was served by a single narrow stair well. Numerous people comme
on the difficulties in geing out when fights broke out during sporting events or dances.

Unconventional exits like crawling out through a second story window were reported in
dire times.

The bar operated through two world wars and two types of alcohol prohibition: the U. £
prohibition from 19181933, and the Indian prohibition that covered the period -12%3.
The bar started as a fancy saloon but the clientele changed, and it developed a tarnist
reputation during its early years. Stories were provided illustratinidlgging activities to
Indians. In one case prohibition laws were ignored during WWII.

Personal recollections documented some of the activities of the Café. Some of the hai
of issues related to persons of Japanese descent during WWI were périslightening.
Persons from different races worked together to help disadvantagaitinens survive
during difficult times during WWII. Here was the melting pot assimilation at its best.

a7



Some personal characteristics and tragedies involving an awter later years were
document ed. He provided color to that

In summary, the purpose of this document was to enrich the history of Gallup by highli
activities that occurred relative tothepre nce of t he Kitchenos
personal stories. These stories have provideddeston insights into the history of Gallup
It is recognized that there are many more untold stories, but it is hoped that this collect
representig eighteen persons with diverse backgrounds and interests will help citizens
Gallup better appreciate their rich cultural history.

STORY CONTRIBUTERS

The cl osur e o fThigishng st@y dhe appdndixtiseopen to those who wis
contribute theird The book was distributed bot
have enjoyed finding out about this unique facility and its happenings. This document
contains stories from a variety of contributors, all of whom had been in the Bpesa at
one time or another. In effect, this document represents the Appendix mentioned in the
Their stories help expand and document the rich cultural history that evolved in the me
pot known as Gallup, NM. You will see that they come frolonaad spectrum of cultural
and ethnic backgrounds and their stories illustrate the melting pot assimilation that occ
in the Opera House.

After the Book was published and distributed, | sought persons who might have stories
could contribute to thentent defined in the Appendix. Many names were recommended
readers and contributors to the Book. | contacted eighteen people and asked if I could
interview them about the Opera House and their possible role in its activities. To a pet
all agreedand | started the interviews in February of 2003 and completed them July of -
There was a gap in the interviews as | pursued other tasks. As | started the interviews
the individuals that | would take notes and put this information togetlzeformat that
would be useful to the Octavia Fellin Public Library in Gallup. This document comes fr
those interviews.

The following persons participated in this exercise and all thanks are given to them for
interest in what | was doing andsharing their delightful and often colorful recollections.
The persons are presented in the order that | interviewed them. In some cases, a pe
would talk about someone not present. I tried to present information that might be inter
but notoverly damming to those individuals. | was concerned that the missing person «
be described in terms that could be a distress to descendants.

Kay Taira Kay Taira, daughter of George Taira, and Mary Kimura, wife of the late Tom
Kimura. Kay is the dughter of George Taira, owner of the Eagle Café for a number of

years. Kay worked at the Eagle Café as a waitress. The interview was in the home th
parents purchased in 1954 and later sold to the Kimuras. | was particularly interested

andMar yés thoughts on what | had written
their responses. The Book became useful to the family geneology that was being purs
Eddie Shibada.
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Guido Zecca, Jr.: son of Guido Zecca, Sr. Guido owns Gallup Bluepiimis a Civil
Engineering graduate of New Mexico State University. Guide tave me a newspaper at
that provided a profile of Guido Zecca: Gallup Pioneer. The article was written someti
around 1978 when Guido Sr. was 83.

Frank Martinelli: grandso of Peter Kitchen, and his wife Lucille. Frank indicated that he
didndot have a |l ot of dealings with his
to California to live with daughter Anna. Frank accompanied Peter on the train as they
west. Lucille had her own contribution to the stories.

Frank provided me with a photograph of Peter Kitchen with two grandchildren. One w:
Frank and the other his sister Jean, who became a Ramage through marriage.

Figure 1 Photograph of Peter Kitchéfith Two Grandchildren.
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